Israel stops medical aid for Arabs 

CAIRO (R) — ; Israel has refused to allow Hevotian 
w** t0 ^ Palestinian Red cLeem (PM?) in 
“SES ZT ** P ' a Fo / e, > Ministry official said Sunday 
Taha Faraawam, director of the Palestine Department in tfc 
Foreign Ministry said Israel did not explain its objections Mr 
Fanawam said he would seek help from the International' Red 
Oro» to allow the shipment through. Relations between Israel 
and Hay 1 ; the only Arab county to sign a peace treaty with the 
Jewish state, have been strained since the 19S2 Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. The Israelis have occupied the Gaza Strip since takin E it 
by force in the 1967 Arab-Israeli war. S 
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“SArar to visit 

Egypt 



it ih e *? ' *n.' visit to Egypt. This was announced 
"cvcJlSi after a regular cabinet meeting 
r hn,, Sunday presided over by Prime 
•*oun V Minister Ahmad Obeidat. The 
date of Mr. Aral's visit was not 

■ed < n m !*' Arabs to protest 


King meets Murphy; 

Masri stresses call for 
international conference 




^CS 1 AMMAN (Petra) — Palestinian, 
light ' Arabs in the occupied village of 
S 11 ! Eksal in the Galilee will stage a- 
demonstration on Tuesday in pro- 
t B.-\SL r test against a decision by Israeli 

• The V^* Heiul Party led by Yitzhak Sha- 
; r: denial ra jr to storm the village. Earlier 

app^ sports quoted Israel Radio as 
'na^Ti announcing that Herut Party you- 
n '?st ilighi nl' tbs will organise a demonstration 
n ^ntey. |L which will march through the vil- 
The pi^ r lage to protest hostile Arab att- 
'■as pnimiinJ' irudes towards the Zionist state. 
!<W A asif jJ 

Afghan rebels get 
^*3$ Egyptian nzisssSes 

s ’ lUT c iifln-i. 

• =or i- 5 LONDON (AP) — The United 

Spir ^ Slates “ sending Egyptian- made 
ASA, Usj 2 surface-to-air missiles to Islamic 
:'r.; guerrillas in Afghanistan to cou- 

“ :i1 nter ** e *P a nding uge of hel- 

' i C0 P ter gunships by Soviet forces 

• '» ^ Sunday Times reported. 

r a/ Tbe missiles, an Egyptian equ- 
1 ivalent of . the Soviet Sam-7 
'shoulder- fired anti-aircraft wea- 
pon, are part of 235 million pou- 
ir-old bng ads (S280 million) worth of covert 
ri • , eid to the rebels approved by the 
ur '“* administration of U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan last month, the 
: <B newspaper said. The Sunday 

* r,l' Times’ "defence correspondent, 
.'araes Adams, said that for the 


AMMAN (Agencies) — His Majesty King 
Hussein met Sunday with U.S. envoy Ric- 
hard Murphy, who has been touring the 
Middle East to discuss efforts to end the Isr- 
aeli occupation of South Lebanon. 


•‘1TJ 

ale 


JW rvo months, Afghans have 

- - - jT^cen receiving training in Egypt in 

- ,J5e of die missiles. The first of the 

• "’V, "V-, weapons will reach the battlefield 

• '.l- l ^e new year,'* he said. Adams 

aid that ir. recent months, Soviet 
T_“ forces have been using fleets of 
‘ ' "7? helicopter gunships to attack gue- 


rrillas from die 


air. 


A spokesman at the Royal Pal- 
ace said the King had a working 
lunch with Mr. Murphy, who arr- 
ived in Jordan earlier in the day 
from Cairo after earlier stops in 
Israel, Saudi Arabia, Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Attending the meeting were His 
Highness Prince Abdullah Ibn A1 
Hussein, Prime Minister Ahmad 
Obeidat, Chief of the Royal Court 
Marwan AJ Qasem, Court Min- 
ister Adnan Abu Odeh, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Jor- 
danian Armed Forces Gen. Sharif 
Zaid Ibn Shaker, Jordanian For- 
eign Minister Taher A1 Masri and 
the U.S. ambassador in Amman, 
Paul Boeker. 

The Jordanian News Agency, 
Petra, said the Foreign Minister, 
Mr. Masri, met with Mr. Murphy 
prior to the lunch and reconfirmed 
Jordan's invitation to ho ld an int- 
ernational peace conference on 
the Arab- Israeli conflict under 
United Nations aus-.:ces. 

‘'This conference is the only 
acceptable outlet to reach a com- 
prehensive, lasting settlement of 
the Palestinian conflict which will 


satisfy all the parties concerned,” 
Mr. Masri said. 

The United States and Israel 
have rejected such a conference, 
which would bring to the bar- 
gaining table the Palestine Lib- 
eration Organisation (PLO) and 
the Soviet Union, as well as the 
countries directly involved in the 
dispute and the permanent mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security Council. 

Mr. Murphy said Saturday in 
Cairo that while the United States 
wants peace in the Middle East, it 
believes the Jordanian plan for an 
international conference would be 
•“ u □ constructive ." * 

All other parties to the pro- 
posed conference have accepted 
the idea in principle. 

.Mr. Masn said he also discussed 
with Mr. Murphy the offer made 
by King Hussein to the recent Pal- 
estine National Council meeting 
that Jordan and the PLO form a 
joint strategy toward peace. 

He said Mr. Murphy also bri- 
efed him on the recent Lebanese- 
Israeli talks aimed at securing an 
Israeli withdrawal from southern 
Lebanon. 


Mr. Masri had warned last week 
in an interview that it would be a 
mistake for the United States to 
concentrate on the Lebanese crisis 
alone and ignore the overall 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Petra quoted Mr. Masri as say- 
ing “this conference is the only 
acceptable outlet to reach a com- 
prehensive, lasting settlement of 
the Palestinian problem which will 
satisfy all parties concerned.” 

Jordan has been campaigning 
for tbe convening of an int- 
ernational conference in which all 
parties would participate “on 
equal footing." 

Following his meeting with Mr 
Mubarak in Cairo Saturday, Mr 
Murphy told reporters: “we don’ 
think it (such a conference) is a 
setting that will be useful for adv- 
ancing constructive changes.” 

A spokesman for tbe U.S. emb- 
assy in Amman told the Jordan 
Times that Mr. Murphy would end 
his visit to Amman Monday mor- 
ning. Mr. Murphy may fly to Israel 
‘.for a second visit there within a 
week, but the spokesman could 
.not confirm this. 

Upon arrival here, Mr. Murphy 
was met at the airport by Mr, 
Tareq Madi, chief of tbe protocol 
at the Foreign Ministry, and the 
American charge d'affaires in 
Amman, Mr. Edward Ghneitn 
and other embassy officials. 



His Majesty King Hussein receives U.S. envoy Ric- 
hard Murphy (third from left) at the Royal Court 
Sunday. Attending the meeting are His Highness 
Prince Abdullah Ibn A1 Hussein, Prime Minister 


Ahmad Obeidat, Court Minister Adnan Aba Odeh 
and the U.S. Ambassador in Amman, Paul Boeker 
(Pfetra photo) 


Lebanese agree on deployment 
of army m Kharroub region 


- ' jfcia&c 

: forecasts 

' Gandhi landslide 

. ! /‘ij r. 

- ' DELHI (R) — A major 

opinion poll forecast Sunday that 
-- fit Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi's i 
ter- Congress (I) Party would sweep [ 
s,v: -Aack to -power with a landslide vie- 1 
- . ■ -J ij:e* uey in India’s Dec. 24 elections. 

TA' !?•' The poll in the India Today news 
:< magazine said Congress (I), with 
: 351 seats at present, would win 
. _.r i‘' l 366 of the 511 seats at stake. It 
predicted an 1 1 per cent swing to 
Congress (1) with the party inc- 
reasing its share of the overall vote 
S YjCtijfl to™ 42 .7 per cent to 54 per cent. 

J The poll, which correctly forecast 

>11 fll$ tbe result of India's last election in 
1980. was based on interviews 
with 12,000 people selected to 
. represent a cross-section of vot- 
' ..-‘jSMS. 


” j; • Tic Denmark calls off 
... i^.hunt for submarine 

[ ;^OPENHAGEN (R) — A hunt 
by Danish security forces for a 
'‘1- possible submarine in a tjord on 
- : rr - ‘.{'.he north west coast of Zealand 

. -.has been called off, the admiralty 
. : •“■-,!aid Sunday. The search began in 

• r --\'kefjord on Thursday after an uni- 
.. . i li-^dentffied object was sighted on 
-. .’t radar. The admiralty told Reuters 
- • '* v that nothing had been found in tbe 
and security forces would 
, j U*'retnm to routine patrolling of the 
; - -: ; ' : .srea. 


BEIRUT (R) — Druze and Leb- 
anese government officials have 
agreed on a Syrian-backed plan to 
deploy the array south from Beirut 
into territory held by warring mil- 
itias, political sources said Sunday. 

Objections from the mainly- 
Druze Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP) have twice delayed dep- 
loyment, seen by Lebanese off- 
icials as preparing for army con- 
trol of security throughout South 
Lebanon after Israel ends its occ- 
upation. 


Denktash says 
U.N. draft 
‘a whole’ 

ISTANBUL. (R) — Turkish- 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
said Sunday a draft agreement on 
Cyprus reached in United Nations 
talks this month cannot be ame- 
nded. 

He told journalists on arrival 
here from New York: “The draft 
is a whole. It either will be app- 
roved or rejected. Both sides gave 
up things and received things. 
There can be no alterations later.'* 

Differences have already eme- 
rged on the talks , which ended last 
week with an announcement by 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar that Mr. Den- 
ktash and Greek-Cypriot leader 
Spyros Kyprianou, the president 
of Cyprus, are to meet in January. 


The sources said the mul- 
tisectarian army council was exp- 
ected to meet Monday to set a sta- 
rting date for the move into the 
tense Kharroub region, 25 kil- 
ometres south of Beirut at the sou- 
thern tip of the Druze-held Shouf 
Mountains. 

Under the agreement, a 1,300- 
strong force would set upa limited 
number of checkpoints on the coa- 
stal road between Beirut and Isr- 
aeli frontlines at Sidon on the 
Awali River and move into several 
villages now held by militia fig- 
hters. 

Druze fighters have clashed 
almost every day this month with 
Christians defending a small enc- 
lave in the Kharroub, but the reg- 
ion was reported quiet Sunday. 

The agreement, reported by 
newspapers in outline, prompted 
the French language daily L’ Ori- 
ent Le Jour to comment: "The 
return of state authority, though 
timid and by the back door, is pre- 
ferable to fighting between com- 
munities who know very well they 
are condemned to five together.” 

A previous version of the plan 
was agreed in principle by the Fal- 
angist Lebanese Forces and the 
Shi* ite militia Amal but was sta- 
lled by detailed objections from 
PSP leader Walid Junblact. 

Syria strongly backs the plan, 
and Mr. Junblatt and his senior 
officials had talks last week in 
Damascus with President Hafez 
AJ Assad and Vice-President 


Abdul Halim Khaddam. 

The sources said under the new 
plan troops would stay dose to tbe 
coast road near Beirut, where PSP 
fighters in overlooking hills com- 
mand the terrain, but further 
south would deploy at several vil- 
lages, including the inland Druze 
town of Shiheem. 

Observers would supervise the 
withdrawal of gunmen from fla- 
shpoints before troops took up 
positions, they added. 

Syria's government newspaper, 
Tishxin, said in an article attacking 
Israeli policy Sunday; 

“Israel's arguments at the Naq- 
oura talks, concentrating on the 
disability of the Lebanese army to . 
maintain security in the South, 
have failed.” 

Israel is sceptical of the Leb- 
anese army’s ability to police ter- 
ritory south of the Awali River in 
tbe event of an Israeli withdrawal 
and wants major roles for the U.N. 
and an Israeli-backed militia. 

- U.N.-hosted talks on end ing the 
occupation resume Monday. 

Prime Minister Rashid Karami, 
speaking on state-run Beirut 
Radio, said security in the nor- 
thern part of tbe occupied zone 
should be the task of the Lebanese 
army alone, with possible U.N. 
support to the South. 

"We don't accept UNIFIL 
(UJNf. Interim Force In Lebanon) 
deployment north of the Litani 
River since there is no justification 
for.h,” he said. 


Iraq hits 2 4 naval targets’ in Gulf 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq said its 
warplanes Sunday hit two “naval 
targets” in the Gulf, oae of them 
“very large” — the term it often 
uses to refer to oil tankers. 

A military communique said the 
very large target was hit and left in 
flames south of Iran's big Kharg 
Island oil terminal at 1230 local 
time (0930 GMT). 

-A later communique said a sec- 
ond target, described as “small” 
was destroyed by Iraqi warplanes 
at 4.30 p.m. (1330 GMT) it said 
this target was hit in the Gulf but 
was not specific. 

Iraq never names vessels it cla- 
ims to have hit. 

There was no independent con-, 
firmation of Sunday’s Iraqi ass- 
ertions. Shipping sources down 
the Golf said they had beard no 
distress^ calls or other reports of 
vessels in difficulties Sunday. 


Iraq also announced that its 
warplanes Sunday flew 155 com- 
bat missions in the so-called Misan 
area of the Gulf war front against 
Iranian troop concentrations 
“preparing to commit an agg- 
ression on our border.” 

Iraq has warned that Iran is pla- 
nning an offensive in the area, in 
the south-central sector of the 
front, and Iraqi planes and hel- 
icopter gunships have attacked 
.Iranian positions over the past 10 
days. 

Meanwhile salvage crews fig- 
hting fire aboard the Greek oil 
tanker Ninetnia, hit in a Gulf war 
missile attack Saturday, brought 
the blaze under control and took 
the vessel in tow Sunday night. 
Guff shipping sources said. 

The 11 1.688 ton tanker wifl be 
taken south to Dubai in the Uni- 


ted Arab Emirares for damage 
assessment and repairs, they said. 

The Ninemia is believed to have 
been hit by Iraqi warplanes which 
Saturday reported successful att- 
acks on two large ships. 

A Baghdad military spokesman 
said the pilots saw flames and col- 
umns of thick smoke billowing 
from the “very large naval target” 
as they headed for base. 

There was still doubt Sunday 
night about casualties on board 
the Ninemia which was hit in the 
hull, above the water line. Gulf 
sources said a ship at the scene 
reported two crewmen missing, 
one a Pakistani and the other 
Greek, but shipping sources in 
Singapore said only one man had 
been killed. 

The remaining 25 crew were 
re'sdued after abandoning ship. 


Sudan 
peade 
moves 
underway 

LONDON (AP) — Two wealthy 
businessmen have launched a bid 
to end the guerrilla war in sou- 
thern Sudan through negotiations 
between President Jaafar Numeiri 
and the Sudan People's Liberation 
Army (SPLA). London's Obs- 
erver newspaper reported Sun- 
day. 

Roland “Tiny” Rowland, head 
of the London-based Lonrho Min- 
ing and Publishing Conglomerate, 
and Adnan. Khashoggi, a Saudi 
Arabian billionaire, have been 
conducting a form of shuttle dip- 
lomacy between Mr. Numeiri and 
John Garang, the American- 
educated head of the SPLA, tbe 
newspaper said. 

Both their private jets were 
parked at Khartoum Airport last 
weekend as they met with Mr. 
Numeiri to discuss the neg- 
otiations, the paper said. 

“Rowland has personally been 
handling negotiations with Gar- 
ang while Khashoggi, acting as a 
sort of merchant banker for the 
country, 1 is planning to raise bil- 
lions of dollars for the Sudan by 
the forward sale of oil still in the 
ground,” it reported. 
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Gorbachev, Thatcher meet for space arms talks 


LONDON (R) — Soviet pol- 
itburo member Mikhail Gor- 
bachev met British Prime Minister 
Margaret Thatcher Sunday for 
ra lire at which he was expected to 
urge her to use her influence with 
the United States to press for a 
ban on space weapons. 

As their discussions got under 
way at the premier’s country res- 
idence, Chequers, a senior British 
government official indicated that 
London would give Mr. Gor- 
bachev a sympathetic hearing and 
might go some way to agreeing 
with Moscow’s views. 

Mr. Gorbachev, number two in 
the Soviet hierarchy, was due to 
discuss a wide range of bilateral 
and East- West affairs at the mee- 
ting but both British and Soviet 
officials said they expected space 
arms to be the chief topic. 

' Moscow has said it regards this 
issue as the main item on the age- 
nda for next month’s U.S.-Soviet 
arms talks in Geneva and made 
clear it wants the West European 
powers to urge President Reagan 
■to abandon his "Star Wars” def- 


ence programme. 

Mrs. Thatcher is due to meet 
Mr. Reagan in Washington later 
this week and British officials said 
Mr. Gorbachev would regard 
Sunday’s meeting as a crucial 
opportunity to encourage Bri- 
tain's misgivings about the pre- 
sident’s plans. 

In a television interview bro- 
adcast as the talks started. Foreign 
Office Minister of State Malcolm 
Rifkind made clear that Britain 
opposed the military use of space 
and was sympathetic to Moscow 9 s 
demands for a ban on cosmic wea- 
pons tests. 

“ We have a British view and it is 
a British view we are going to put 
forward,” he said. 

“We do not wish to see outer 
space being used to pose a further 
threat to mankind,” he added. 

Mr. Rifkind also said he bel- 
ieved there would be a strong case 
for a ban on testing anti-satellite 
(AS AT) weapons systems if the 
United Stales and the Soviet 
Union reached agreement to start 
general negotiations on space ' 


arms. 

Moscow said earlier this year 
that such a ban would have to be in 
force before it would agree to talks 
on space arms. 

Although it has dropped this as 
a precondition, it has made dear it 
still expects Washington to offer it 
as a concession. 

The U.S. has been testing a new 
anti-satellite system in recent 
months and has said it is reluctant, 
to agree to a test ban. 

Mr.T 

determination to [ness on with the 
Star Wars scheme, arguing that it 
would eliminate the danger of nuc- 
lear war breaking out. 

Mr. Gorbachev was acc- 
ompanied to Chequers by his wife, 
Raisa, Kremlin Spokesman Leo- 
nid Zamyatin and senior eco- 
nomics expert Alexander Yak- 
ovlev. 

Before the meeting he was lik- 
ely to have been folly briefed by 
'two senior arms experts in his del- 
egation, Gen. Nikolai Chervov 
and academician Yevgeny Vel- 


ikhov, Moscow's senioT authority 
on space weapons. 

A British government spo- 
kesman said Mr. Gorbachev and 
Mrs. Thatcher would begin their 
discussions over lunch and cany 
on during the afternoon. There 
was no fixed time for the talks to 
e nd. _ 

Before travelling to Chequers, 
Mr. Gorbachev visited the hea- 
dquarters of the engineering com- 
pany John Brown and stressed the 
importance of improving bilateral 
trade ties. 

John Brown Manager Allan 
Gormley told reporters that Mr. 
Gorbachev had joked about vis- 
iting tbe company before seeing 
Mrs. Thatcher, saying this showed 
where Moscow placed its pri- 
orities in choosing between pol- 
itical and economic links. , 

The politburo member spent 
two hours with John Brown off- 
icials, discussing in detail the com- 
pany 9 s bid for a $600-million con- 
tract to build a plastic factory in 
southern Russia. 


Israeli ruling coalition 
heads for major crisis 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israel Likud 
and Labour parties were trying 
Sunday to prevent a dispute bet- 
ween two small religious factions 
from developing into a full-scale 
coalition government crisis, cab- 
inet officials said. 

The dispute between the Nat- 
ional Religious Party (NRP) and 
the ultra-orthodox Shas Mov- 
ement over control of key state 
religious functions led Sunday to 
the resignation of Shas leader Yit- 
zhak Peretz as minister without 
portfolio. 

Likud, which considers Shas as 
one of its main allies in the nine- 
party coalition, has issued a thinly 
veiled threat that it would leave' 
the government unless a solution 
was found in tbe 48 hours before 
Mr. Peretz 9 resignation takes eff- 
ect 

A senior cabinet official, who 
belongs to the Labour Party, told 
reporters Labour and Likud min- 
isters were mediating between 
Shas and the NRP to avert a crisis. 

“We don’t believe this dispute 
could really bring down the gov- 
ernment and 48 hours is a long 
time,” be said. 


Differences centre on which 
party should control the Religious 
Affairs Ministry and which the 
Interior Ministry. The dispute has 
been dragging on for months and 
predates the formation of the gov- 
ernment in September. 

Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
has been holding both portfolios 
■temporarily. 

Transport Minister Chaim 
Corfu of Likud told reporters after 
Sunday's cabinet meeting he did 
not see a way for Likud to con- 
tinue in the government if Shas 
pulled out. 

“We hope matters are not all- 
owed to deteriorate to that point.” 
he said. 

The Labour official said Shas 1 
defection could destroy the del- 
icate balance between Labour and 
Likud. 

“The whole basis of this gov- 
ernment is the strict equality of 
forces in the cabinet between 
Labour and its allies on the one 
hand and Likud and its satellites 
on the other,” he said. 

“If Shas goes, Labour will have 
a majority and Likud will have a 
problem,” he added. 


U.S. official optimistic 
about Geneva talks 


BONN (R) — Veteran U.S. nuc- 
lear arms control negotiator Gen. 
Edward Rowny was quoted Sun- 
day as saying talks with Moscow 
on strategic weapons could res- 
ume at 48-hours notice, ind- 
ependently of talks on space or 
medium-range weapons. 

In an interview with the mag- 
azine Der Spiegel released here 
ahead of publication, Gen. Rowny 
said he was “not aware that any 
one else has been entrusted with 
leading the START (Srategic 
Arms Reduction Talks) he headed 
for the U.S. side until a year ago. 

Gen. Rowny, regarded as a har- 
dliner on arms control issues, was 
responding to a question about 
President Reagan's appointment 
of Ambassador Paul Nitze as spe- 
cial adviser on arms control for the 
talks between Secretary of State 
George Shultz and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Andrei Gromyko in 
Geneva on Jan. 7 and 8. 

He stressed that aims control 
negotiations between the sup- 
erpowers ended a year ago when 
Moscow walked out of tbe talks on 
medium-range weapons and then 
declined to set a fresh date for the 


next round of START. 

"Consider please that the Sov- 
iets did not quit the START talks. 
Our START team is still together. 
We meet twice a week... we are 
ready at any time to resume the 
(Geneva) talks within 4R hours,” 
he was quoted as saying. 

Gen. Rowny said “vety good 
progress” had been made in the 
START talks until their sus- 
pension at the end of last year. 

He added; “We progressed 
about twice as fast as in SALT-2.” 
These were the Strategic Arms 
Limitation treaty Talks Gen. 
Rowny quit in 1979 in protest aga- 
hjist what he regarded as the soft 
position of then President Jimmy. 
Carter. 

Speigel said Gen. Rowny would 
gp to Geneva next month with Mr. 
Shultz and Mr. Nitze. 

Stressing that advancing arms 
technology would make ver- 
ification one of the biggest pro- 
blems in any new arms pact, Gen. 
Rowny said: “In START, there 
were indications in 1983 that the 
Soviets understood the problem 
and they took a few cautious steps 
in this direction.” 


U *. . 


Trade 
Unions 
to resume 
ties with 
Egyptian 
federation 

AMMAN (Peira) — The Jor- 
danian Labour Unions Federation 
(JLUF) Sunday announced it b 
■resuming its relations with tbe 
Egyptian LInions Federation. 

The announcement was made 
by JLUFs Central Council Cha- 
irman Abdul Halim Khaddam in a 
cable he sem to the president of 
the Egyptian federation. 

In his cable, Mr. Khaddam said 
that Jordan's labour unions have 
deep faith in. and extend support 
for, the struggle of the Egyptian 
labour movement and appreciate 
its leading national role to imp- 
rove the condition of Arab lab- 
ourers. 

He said in view of this stand, 
JLUF has decided to restore rel- 
ations with the Egyptian Labour 
Union Federation. 

Mr. 'Khaddam said that the abs- 
ence of the Egyptian Labour Fed- 
eration from the Arab scene “has 
caused a deep rift in the Arab lab- 
our movement and therefore, the 
return of this federation to pan- 
Arab activities is bound to str- 
engthen the Arab labour mov- 
ement.” 

He also announced that he acc- 
epted an invitation extended to 
him by the Egyptian federation to 
visit Egypt and discuss issues of 
common concern. 


Arafat 
briefs 
Saleh 
on PNC 


SANAA (R) — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat Sunday briefed 
North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh on the outcome of 
last month's controversial session 
of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC), the Palestinian par- 
liament, officials said. 

Mr. Arafat has been touring 
several Arab capitals to explain 
Palestinian strategy following the 
PNC meeting in Amman, boy- 
cotted by five Syrian-backed Pal- 
estinian factions. 

The officials said Mr. Arafat, 
who arrived earlier Sunday, was 
expected to stay in Sanaa several 
days. 

Earlier Farouk Kaddoumi was 
confirmed as head of the Political 
Department of the PLO in the 
new Executive Committee elected 
in Amman last month, the Pal- 
estinian News Agency WAFA 
said Saturday. 

The Executive Committee, tbe 
PLO “cabinet”, met in Tunis on 
Thursday and Friday under the 
chairmanship of Mr. Arafat to dis- 
tribute portfolios within the 
14-member body. 

The meeting was attended by 
Sheikh Abdul Hamid Saeh, spe- 
aker of the PNC, Palestinian sou- 
rces said. 

WAFA said there was no cha- 
nge at the head of the political 
(foreign affairs), military, mass 
organisation and social affairs 
departments. 


U.S. to deploy . 
Pershings in 
Pakistan, 
report says 

MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
army newspaper Krasnaya Zve- 
zda (Red Star) said Sunday that 
the United States planned to dep- 
loy Pershing missiles in Pakistan, 
close to the southern border of the 
Soviet -Union. 

The newspaper said that a rec- 
ent visit to Islamabad by head of 
the U.S. joint chiefs of staff John 
Vessey was aimed at expanding 
military co-operation between 
Pakistan and the United States. 

“Thus one of Washington’s 
most ominous plans is obvious — 
to deploy its Pershings close to tbe 
Southern borders of the USSR as! 
well,” it said. 
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Manama celebrates 13 years of independence 


Bahraini leader calls for 
Arab unity, reawakening 


JORDAN TIMES, MONDAY D ECEMBER 17, 1 984 


BAHRAIN (AP) — The emir of Bahrain on Sunday 
deplored conditions of Arab disunity, urging all 
Arab leaders to transcend their bickering and stand 
together against common challenges. 


In a speech marking the 13th 
anniversary of independence. She- 
ikh Issa Ibn Salman A1 Khalifa 
said he was “confident that an 
Arab reawakening was at hand, to 
revive solidarity and rejuvenate 
itself." 

He said that the 50-raonth-old 
I ran -Iraq war has impelled the 
six-nation Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) to seek means of 
ending the “bitter struggle and 
keep the region away from the pit- 
falls of super-power conflicts.” 

The GCC groups Bahrain, 
Saudi Arabia. Kuwait, the United 
■Arab Emirates, Qatar and Oman 
in a regional economic integration 
and collective defence pact. 

Sheikh Issa called on Iran and 
Iraq to resort to "logic and wis- 
dom and make the Gulf region 
secure by cultivating Iraq's peace 
overtures.” 

Iraq has offered to negotiate 
with its war foe, but Iran has rej- 
ected this. 

The Bahraini leader asked both 
warring sides to heed mediation 
bids by Islamic and non-aligned 
nations groups. 

Bahrain was meanwhile en fete . 
with government buildings dec- 
orated and state-run radio and 
television stations playing pat- 
riotic songs and national music. 

The emir marked the occasion 
with an order to release an uns- 


AUB issues 
new appeal 
for missing 
librarian 

BEIRUT (AP) — The American 
University of Beirut (AUB) on 
Sunday issued another appeal for 
any information on an American 
librarian who had been missing for 
12 days and may have been kid- 
napped. 

A statement issued by AUB and 
accompanied with a photo of the 
missing man, Peter Kilburn, was 
published in Beirut's leading new- 
spapers Sunday.. 

Mr. Kilburn. 60. was reported 
missing on Dec. 4 when he failed 
to show up for work at the AUB's 
Jafei Library on the campus in 
■ west Beirut. 

The statement said contacts 
with various militia and gov- 
ernment officials to find Mr. Kil- 
bum were unsuccessful and that 
his "location remained unk- 
nown". 

“The American UniversiLy of 
Beirut appeals to whoever knows 
anything about him to take into 
consideration his deteriorating 
health," the statement said. 

Two other statements issued 
earlier said Mr. Kilburn's phy- 
sician was worried about the mis- 
sing man's health and said he nee- 
ded" ureent medication." 

Three other Americans bel- 
ieved kidnapped in west Beirut 
also remain missing. 


pectfied number of prisoners, the 
Gulf News Agency reported. 

Theatrical troupes were to stage 
special performances, while police 
bands were playing in public 
parks. Fireworks were to enliven 
the sky at night, while officials and 
visitors from neighbouring Gulf 
countries were pouring into Bah- 
rain 1 iff large numbers to take part 
in the celebrations. 

Newspapers splashed photos 
and reports about Sheikh Issa's 
efforts, during the past decade to 
modernise this island state. 

They said that despite near dep- 
letion of crude oil resources, She- 
ikh Issa has successfully mai- 
ntained for his people a com- 
paratively high standard of living 
based mainly on a free-wheeling 
■ economy, offshore banking and 
tourism. 

Bahrain was the first Arab cou- 
ntry to enjoy the blessing of oil 
wealth, and the first to experience 
the bitter taste of oil depletion. 

Financial achievements 

Bracing for the post-oil era. 
Sheikh Issa nine years ago issued a 
series of decrees that paved the 
road for private sector inv- 
estments and state capitalist ent- 
erprises. 

He also sought to foster age-old 
ties with neighbouring Saudi Ara- 


bia, the Middle East oil giant, and 
the rest of the Gulf states. 

His main accomplishments inc- 
luded: a free banking zone — 
complete with 76 Off Shore ban- 
king units with " assets totalling 
more than $60 billion — 18 com- 
mercial banks, 58 bank rep- 
resentative offices. 13 investment 
banks. 119 exempt companies and 
scores of brokers and money cha- 
ngers. 

Exempt companies are regional 
concerns excluded from the law 
that imposes majority ownership 
by Bahraini nationals. 

The transformation is evident in 
Manama, Bahrain's capital city 
and the Gulfs financial hub, 
where the skyline is dotted with 
marble towers and tinted glass off- 
ice structures that make up what 
bankers here call the “Wall Street 
of the Gulf.” 

Sheikh Issa also is credited for 
initiating the aluminium smelter, 
the Arabian ship repair yard, and 
the Gulf Air Company. 

He has underlined the imp- 
ortance of the Saudi link. His lat- 
est action in that direction was to 
get the 25-kilometre, $564-mfll- 
ion Saudi-Bahrain causeway pro- 
ject underway. 

The bridge has been taking 
shape and is due to be completed 
in early 1986. 

Information Minister Tariq Al 
Moayyed said that, when the cau- 
seway is completed, Bahrain will, 
“no longer be an Island. People 
■will be able to go to work in (eas- 
■ tern) Saudi Arabia in the morning 
and return to Bahrain at night.” 


Passenger says Iranians, 
hijackers were in collusion 


KUWAIT (AP) — A Kuwaiti 
university professor on Sunday 
reiterated allegations that Iranian 
authorities were involved in the 
recent jetliner hijack in which two 
Americans lost their lives. 

Professor Ahmad Al Sharhan 
told reporters and Kuwait Uni- 
versity students that one of the 
four hijackers had disembarked at 
Mehrabad Airport, in Tehran, and 
"spent about 30 minutes talking 
with Iranian officials." 

“Most passengers, including he. 
abroard the plane felt that the Ira- 
nians were in collusion with the 
hijackers.” said Prof. Sharhan 
who was among the first group of 
passengers released by the hij- 
ackers. 

The six-day hijack drama ended 
last Sunday, when Tehran said 
Iranian security men stormed the 
Kuwait Airways Airbus airliner. 

Prof. Sharhan said the Iranians 
were “perfectly relaxed" in dea- 
ling with the hijackers. 

"The hijack started with a small i 
gun and, suddenly, we saw many' 
more guns, explosives and nylon 
ropes,’’ he said. “Just how were 
they (hijackers) able to obtain 
these things?" 

He said that the American Wil- 
liam Stanford was seated at his 
side, when the hijackers said they 
would not hurt any of the Muslim 
passengers “except the Kuwaitis.” 

"The hijackers said they would 


hurt only the Americans and 
Kuwaitis,” he said. “Stanford at 
that point told me he wished he 
were Muslim. He was fidgety. One 
of the hijackers stuck his gun sev- 
eral times to Stanford’s head.” 
The hijackers, he said, forced 
Mr. Stanford to stand in ihe mid- 
dle of the aircraft's open door and 
shout “I belong to the White 
House ... please save rae." 

“Stanford felt he was about to 
die, and he tried to escape by jum- 
ping down from the plane,” said 
Prof. Sharhan. "But one of the 
hijackers quickly hit him with the 
butt of his gun. Then the hijacker. 
Abu Hussein, pulled the trigger 
twice and killed Stanford.” 

Prof. Sharhan added that all 
Pakistani passengers who were 
aboard the jetliner "also were 
convinced that the Iranians were 
actively involved” in the hijack. 

France’s ex-premier 
ends Israel visit 

TEL AVTV (R) — Former French 
Prime Minister Jacques 
Chaban-Delmas ended a four-day 
visit to Israel Sunday and said he 
was pleased to see Franco-Israeli 
relations improving. Mr. Delmas 
met Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres and other Israeli leaders 
during his stay, which was at the 
invitation of the Foreign Ministry. 



MASRI MEETS MURPHY — Foreign 

Minister Taber Al Masri holds talks with U.S. envoy 


Maltese 
president 
begins 
Soviet 
visit today 

VALLETTA (R) — Maltese 
Prime Minister Dom Mintoff lea- 
ves for Moscow Monday to set the 
seal on a new-found friendship 
between the tiny Mediterranean 
island and the Communist giant. 

Visiting the Soviet Union for 
the first rime in his 13 years as 
prime minister, he is assured of 
red carpet treatment. 

According to the scant inf- 
ormation released so far, he will 
meet President Konstantin Che- 
rnenko and is thought likely to 
return with a friendship and coo- 
peration treaty,, shipbuilding ord- 
ers for Malta's ailing dockyard and 
other orders- for Maltese ind- 
ustries which the government says 
are still suffering from the effects 
of the world recession. 

In 1981, Malta and the Soviet 
Union signed an agreement on the 
neutrality of the island. Attached 
to the accord was a five-year trade 
agreement in which the two cou- 
ntries pledged to give each other 
most-favoured nation treatment 

It was the trade agreement 
which gave impetus to wider 
Maltese-Soviet contacts. Malta 
had always insisted there should 
be trade with the Soviet Union 
before Moscow could open a full 
embassy on the island. 

This became possible in Oct- 
ober 1981, 14 years after dip- 
lomatic relations had been est- 
ablished. 

Malta surprised the North Atl- 
antic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) in January 1981 when it 
granted tbe Soviet Union facilities 
to store up to 200.000 tonnes of 
bunker fuel in tanks hewn out of 
the rock by NATO in the 1950s 
when the Island was still a British 
fortress and NATO had a regional 
headquarters there. 

Soviet merchant ships are able 
to make use of the facility, alt- 
hough warships are barred from 
entering Malta in accordance with 
the island's declaration of neu- 
trality and non-alignment. 


Richard Murphy during Mr. Murphy’s short visit 
to Jordan (.Petra photo) 


Klibi’s Arab tour aims at 
paving way for summit 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Arab 
League Secretary-General Chadli 
Klibi arrived in Algiers Saturday 
night for talks with Algerian Lea- 
ders, the Algerian news agency 
APS said Sunday. 

In an arrival statement he said 
he would discuss North African 
and Middle East issues. 

Mr. Klibi visited Morocco last 
week and conferred with King 
Hassan. He arrived in Algiers 
from Tunis. 

Mr. Klibfs tour of Arab cou- 
ntries is designed to pave the way 
for convening an Arab summit 
meeting, according to an Arab 
League spokesman in Tunis quo- 
ted by the Jordanian News Age- 
ncy Petra. 

Petra quoted the spokesman as 
saying that Saudi Arabia is the 
most eligible country to host the 
summit and is currently holding 
intensive contacts with Arab sta- 
tes to prepare a suitable climate 
for the summit and ground to ens- 
ure its success. 

Mr. Klibi will hold consultations 
with Saudi Arabia and other Arab 
League members before ann- 
ouncing a final decision in the light 
of his efforts, the spokesman 
added. 

The Kuwaiti News Agency has 
reported that Arab diplomatic 


efforts are being exerted for hol- 
ding the Arab summit to discuss 
issues on the Arab and int- 
ernational scenes. 

The agency, quoting informed 
sources in Tunis said that Algeria 
and Saudi Arabia as well as the 
Arab League will be involved in 
paving the way for the summit in 
Riyadh. 

Egypt, U.S. sign 
$225m aid agreement 

CAIRO (R) — Egypt and the 
United States Sunday signed an 
agreement for $225 million in 
U.S. economic aid to finance the 
purchase of wheat and wheat 
flour, a U.S. embassy spokesman 
said. The agreement represents a 
quarter of economic aid Egypt will 
receive from the United States 
next year in the form of long-term 
soft loans, he said. The agreement 
would permit Egypt to purchase 
about one million metric tonnes of 
wheat and about 400.000 metric 
tonnes of wheat flour under the 
U.S. “food for peace" pro- 
gramme, the spokesman added. 
The loan will be repaid over 40 
years at two to three per cent int- 
erest with a 1 0-year grace period, 
he said. 


Israeli-backed militiaman f 
shot dead in S. Lebanon V 


BEIRUT (AP) — An Israeli- 
backed “home guard” militiaman 
was shot dead Sunday in the vil- 
lage of Jouaya in Israeli-occupied 
South Lebanon, reporters in the 
area said. 

The reporters said Haidar Day- 
ekh was shot and killed by an uni- 
dentified man in the village shortly 
before midday Sunday. Jouaya is 
70 kilometres southeast of Beirut 
and 15 kilometres east of the port 
city of Tyre. 

They said the body of Dayekh, 
who was in his early 40s, was taken 
to the Jab al Arne I hospital in Tyre. 

Dayekh's death was at least the 
nineth in recent weeks of an 
Israeli-backed “home guard 7 ' mil- 
itiaman or a civilian identified as a 
collaborator, with the Israeli occ- 
upation force. 

Dayekh, who ran the gasoline 
station in Jouaya. used the code 


name Abu Hassan and was a 
Shf ite Muslim. He told tbe Ass- 
ociated Press in an interview last 
year that he had accepted the 
home guard leadership to protect 
the villagers. ‘He said he earlier 
had worked with Palestinian 
commandos in the area and with 
AmaL the dominant ShTite militia 
in Lebanon. 

In the village of Jibchit about IS 
-kilometres northeast of Jouaya, a 
rocket-propelled grenade was 
fired at the residence of Fuad 
Fahs, a “home guard" militiaman 
in the village, the reporters said. 
There were no injuries, they 
added. There have been several 
attempts on Pahs’ life in the past 
six weeks. 

Israeli warplanes roared in low 
reconnaissance flights over the 
south Sunday, the reporters 
added. 


Peace moves reportedly 
under way in south Sudan 


LONDON (R) — Two int- 
ernational businessmen are con- 
ducting peace talks to try to end 
the guerrilla war in southern 
Sudan, the Observer newspaper 
reported Sunday. 

It said Roland ‘Tiny’ Rowland. 
British head of the Loorho con- 
glomerate, and Saudi Arabian bil- 
lionaire Ad nan Khashoggi, put a 
rescue plan to Sudanese President 
Jaafar Numeiri in Khartoum last 
weekend. 

Mr. Rowland, whose company 
owns the Observer, refused to 
comment, the paper said. 

It quoted reliable Sudanese 
sources as saying that he met rebel 


leader John Garang, head of the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army, 
in the Ethiopian capital Addis 
Ababa in the past 10 days. 

Mr. Garang’ s guerrillas have 
halted work on Sudan's oilfields, 
which are all in tbe south, and tbe 
newspaper said “it is now und- 
erstood" that Mr. Numeiri was 
prepared to make Mr. Garang 
“economic tsar of the south" to 
oversee Lhe region's development. 

The paper said Mr. Khashoggi 
acted as a sort of merchant banker 
for Sudan, trying to raise billions 
of dollars by selling oil still m the 
ground. 


Israel attacks U.N. resolutions 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel's For- 
eign Ministry said Sunday the res- 
olutions criticising Israel passed at 
the United Nations General Ass- 
embly proved that the assembly 
cannot serve as a peacemaker in 
the Middle East conflict 

A statement issued by the min-, 
istry's press department charged 
that the “automatic majority” 
against Israel ruled out the idea of 
an international peace conference 
as proposed by the General Ass- 
embly on Friday. 

Any such conference would be 
"doomed to fail” by the ass- 


embly's bloc voting, said the Isr- 
aeli statement. 

The statement said the ass- 
embly debate proved”* that a con- 
structive step toward a solution of 
the Arab- Israeli conflict is not to 
be expected from this organ." 

The assembly passed three res- 
olutions. summing up its annual 
debate on the Middle East. They 
demanded that Israel evacuate. 
occupied Arab territories, con- 
demned Israel for imposing its jur- 
isdiction over Jerusalem and cal-, 
led for an international con- 
ference. 


Syria, Iran object to Egypt’s presence at OIC talks 


SANA'A (R) — Arab hardliner 
Syria and its ally Iran Sunday spe- 
arheaded a move protesting the 
presence of an Egyptian del- 
egation at a ministerial meeting of 
the Organisation of Islamic Con- 
ference (OIC), opening here on 
Tuesday. 

Conference sources said the 
move, which apparently also won 
the support of' Libya and South 
Yemen, was made at a preliminary 
meeting of representatives of 
member states to the OIC foreign 
ministers' meeting. 

The ministerial session will be 
the first attended by Egypt since 
its readmission to the Islamic 
movement last year. Egypt’s 
membership was suspended after 
it signed a separate peace treaty 
with Israel in 1979. 

The sources quoted the Syrian 
delegate as telling the closed-door 


session Sunday: “We have an Isr- 
T aeli delegation among us.” a clear 
reference to Egypt, the only Arab 
country to have relations with Isr- 
ael. 

Supporting the Syrian con- 
tention. the Iranian delegate acc- 
used Cairo of violating OIC pri- 
nciples and demanded the exp- 
ulsion from the 45-member org- 
anisation of any country which has 
ties with Israel 

The Syrian-Iranian motion was 
bitterly criticised by Sudan. 
Egypt's long-standing ally, which 
described it as a manoeuvre, tbe 
sources said. 

They quoted the Sudanese del- 
egate as saying Egypt's rea- 
dmission to the organisation was 
the result of a resolution taken at a 
summit conference and ‘■the- 
refore neither this meeting nor the 
ministerial gathering could res- 


cind it." 

The Sudanese delegate added 
that Egypt bad already functioned 
within the OIC by attending sev- 
eral meetings, to which neither 
Syria, Iran nor others objected. 

Iraq, Senegal. Guinea and Pak- 
istan backed Sudan, the sources 
said, while Egypt’s delegate, 
Omran Shafe’i, reiterated the 
Sudanese view. 

During the heated debate, the 
Libyan and South Yemeni del- 
egates remained silent, but later 
met the Iranian and Syrian envoys 
separately to coordinate then- 
attitudes, the sources said. 'They 
said this was a clear indication of 
their support. 

Conference officials said the 
Middle East, particularly the Pal- 
estine issue, tbe Lebanon crisis j 
-and the Gulf war, would figure ' 
high on the 90-item agenda of the j 


ministerial meeting, which also 
includes economic and cultural 
issues. 

The ministers are also expected 
to try to heal the rift between Syria 
aod Libya on the one hand and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

Assistance to millions of 
drought-stricken people in Africa 
will be another worry of the con- 
ference. 

Pakistan detains 10 

ISLAMABAD. Pakistan ( AP) — 
Ten people have been arrested on 
charges of anti-government act- 
ivities. an official spokesman said 
Sunday. Five people have been 
arrested in Karachi. Pakistan’s 
biggest city, 1,504 kilometres 
south of Islamabad, and five at 
Thatta. in southern Sind province, 
in the last two days. 
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TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 

* An exhibition of oil and water colour 
paintings, ceramics and wood carvings 
by Asmahan Al Jamal and Mohammad 
Samara at the Royal Cultural Centre 
until Dec. 17. 

■ An an exhib iiion of crib and wat- 
ercolours by Nelle (Swiss) at 6:00 p.m. 
at the French Cultural Centre until Dec. 
22 . 

* Annual book exhibition at Yarmouk 
University (until Dec. 19). 

* An exhibition of ornaments by Sab- 
ahat Urug Al Rasbdan at 5:00 p.m. at 
the Regency Palace Hotel. 

FILM 


■ “Say Amen. Somebody” at 7:00 p.m. 
at the American Centre. 

■ Italian Ghn week at 840 p.m. at the 
Royal Cultural Centre (until Dec. 21) 


CULTURAL CENTRES 

Royal Cultural Centre .. tel. 661026/7 
American Centre — — . 44371 

American Centre Library 41520 

British Council 36147-8 

French Cultural Centre 37009 

Goethe Institute — 41993 

Soviet Cultural Centre ............ 44203 

Spanish Cultural Centre — — 2 4049 

Turkish Cultural Centre ... 39777 

Hava Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth City ............. 667181 

Y.W.CA 41793 

Y.WALA. 664251 

Amman Municipal Library ..... 3611! 
University of Jordan Unary 843555 

MUSEUMS 


Fo*hra Mimirar Jewelry and cos- 
tume* over 100 years old. Abo mosaics 
from Madaba aod J crash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. 
Amman. Openiq bouts: 9.00 a-m. - 5 
pan. Year-round. TeL 51760. 


Martyr*’ M em orM(MMtary Maicu); 
Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from tbe Arab Revolt of 1916. 
Sports City, Amman. Opening hours 9 
a.m.-4 pjn. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
664240. 

Papular life of Jordan Mnaram: 100 to 
150 year old items such as costumes, 
weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
Opening hours: 9.00 a.m. - 5.00 p.m. 
Closed Tusdays. Tel. 37169. 

SERVICE CLUBS 


Lions Amman Chb. Meetings every 
first and third Wednesday at the Hol- 
iday Inn, 1 30 pm. 

Liam rtiMudiipNi Club. Meetings 
every second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hotel, 730 p.m. 
nilUdtlphla Batary Chib. Meetings 
every Wedowday at the Holiday Inn.' 
1:30 pm 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 2.00 pm 
Royal Automobile Chib, label Amman. 
Eighth Circle. TeL 815261. 


CHURCHES 

SL Joseph Cbnrcb (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman, tel 24590. 

Cbtoeh «f (be Annun cia tion (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh. 37440. 

De la Sale Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein, 661737. 

Cbnrcb «r the Aanimrferinn (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali. 23541. 

Anglican Church (Church of the Red- 
eemer) Jabal Amman. 415S9. 
Armenian C at h oBc Cbnrcb Ashrafieh, 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Cbnrcb Ashrafieh. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church (Syrian Orthodox) 
Ashrafieh. 771751. 

Amman Inlirnarional Church (Inter, 
denominational): meets al Southern 
Baptist School in Shntelsani, 816534. 
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AMMAN AIRPORT 


This Information is supplied by AEa inf- 
ormation department at the Queen AUa 
International Airport tcL (OS) 53250, 
where It should always be verified. 
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Baghdad (RJ) 

0*45 


01:10 


DEPARTURES 

0*45 

Cairo (RJ) 

07:00 

07:15 

Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

0*15 


I1M 


11:30 


1430 


1*40 


1*40 

17:25 

1*30 

- Jeddah, Medina (SV) 

Istanbul, Balgradc (JU) 

1*30 

1*40 


1*40 


2*00 

2*15 

......... Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Jeddah (RJ) 

2*15 

- - Dubai (Rjj 

3*45 

— — Cairo (Rlj 


— Baghdad (RJ) 

..... Cairo (MS) 

— Lisbon. Rio de Janeiro (IA) 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular-line ships docking at Aqaba 
port: 

— Jarash 

— Konkardoris 

— Nordic Wasa 

— Farah One 

— loleC 

— Kota Wijaya 

— Mont Ventoux 

Amin Kawar and Sons Company. Teh 
22324 (six lines) at your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by ihe Department of 
Meteorology. 

There will be scattered clouds, with sou- 
theasterly moderate winds. In Aqaba, 
winds wiD be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 

Low/high temperature m deg.C. 

Amman 1/12 

Aqaba 8/20 

Deserts — 0/13 

Jordan Valley 11/19 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 20. Humidity rea- 
dings: Amman 59 per cent, Aqaba 33 
per cent. 

MONEY EXCHANGE 

Load sell/buy rates in pis 

Belgian franc 64.7/ 65-1 

Dutch guilder 1 14.7/ 115.4 

Egyptian guinea — 326/ 331.6 

French franc — ..... 42.4/ 42.7 

Iraqi dinar >..-.332 Si 339.1 

Kalian lire (for 100) ...... 21.1/ 21 J 

Japanese yen (for 100) 162.3/ 163 2 

Kuwaiti dinar ... 1326 / 1331.6 

Lebanese lira ................. 45.4/ 46.8 

Omani riyai 1155/ 1163-3 

Qatari riyai ........... .... 1 10/ 1113 

Saudi riyai - 113/ 113.6 

Swedish erewn —45.4 / 45.6 

Swiss franc ... 157.7/ 158.7 

Syrian lira 40 2! 41.2 

UAE dirham 109.4/ lio 

UJC sterling pound 479.4 1 482 J 

U.S. dollar 402/ 404 

W. German mark 130/ 130.7 


EMERGENCIES 


Ambulance 

Firsuid. fire, police 

Blood bank 

Cm] Defence rescue ..... 

Fire headquarters 

Police rescue 192, 

Police headquarters 

Traffic police 

Electric Power Co. 

Municipal water service 
Queen Alia Im. Airport 


. 193,775111 

199 

775121 

661111 

22090-3 

21111.37777 

39141 

56390-1 

36381-2 

— 771125-8 
.. (OR) 53333 


HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre - 613813-32 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Anm .. 44281-4 
Akileh Maternity. 3. Amman .. 42441 

Jabal Amman Maternity 42362 

Mai has. J. Amman 36140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 664171-4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Dar Al-Shifa, J. Hussein 667158 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227-9 

The Islamic, Abdali 665292 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101-3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieh 77511J 

Army, Marita _ 91611 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Miuder Qarrini 
Dr. Atif D abbas ........ 


776258 

668384 


Mretsh pharmacy ...... 

Nauoukh pharmacy ., 
Adrian pharmacy ....... 

Mahatta pharmacy . 

Sbakhshir pharmacy .. 
Jabal Taj pharmacy ... 

TAXIS: 

Taxina tn»i 

Jerusalem taxi 

Tamer taxi 

K haled taxi 

Kurd! taxi 

Waddah taxi ... 

IRB1D 

Dr. Ad nan Al Naser . 
Mu* a m m ar pharmacy . 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Mustafa Fayyadh 

Belal pharmacy 

Omar pharmacy 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 

Ministry of Tourism _..... 

Hotel complaints , '"!!!!!! 

Mae comptemis 

Telephone: 

Information _ 

Iordan and Middle East i 

Overseas calls ..... 

Cable or telegram 
Repair j«rvk* ”7""’" 


770910 

23672 

..-.31653 

(-) 

-669495 

-771500 


12 

10 

17 


MARKET PRICES 


VpperOower price in i 

Apple (double red) 

A PP*e (golden) 

Apple (starfceo) 

Banana ...... " .. 

Banana (Mukammar) - 

Beans 

Broad beans 

Cabbage ... 

Chestnut 

Csirot 

* Cauliflower " 

Cucumber (large) 

Cucumber (small) 

Eggplant (large) 

Eggplant (small) 

Garik 

'Grapes ~ 


Sr per kg. Grapefruit ___ 

240/ ISO Lemon 

240/180 Mallow 

240/ J 80 Mandarin 

280/240 Marrow (large) 

240 / 2 JO'' - Marrow (small) _ t ___ 

380/340 Onion (dry) ' 

700/600 Onion&reen) ~ m 

I50/J10 Okra — 

660/ 600 Olives (green) I 

120/ 90 Oranges (Abu Surra) 

240 / 180 Oranges (Sharamouti) — 

350 / 250 Ptedey 

550/ 480 Pern (American) 

140/110 Repper (sweet) 

170/130 RfePPar (hot green) 

180/150 Potatoes .— 

700/600 Ow** 


....140/100 

—140/100 

— 350 / 280 

— 140/100 

— 250/200 

— 350/280 

— 170/140 
-170/130 
-650/600 

— 360/300 
...230/180 

— 180/140 

— 80/ 80 
-550 / 480 
-200/160 
-170/130 
-190/160 
-170/130 
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EC team, Nsour review 
economic cooperation 

A MMAN (JT.) — Director Gen- earlier Sunday at the invitation of 
eral of the Energy at the Com- Dr. Nsour, is expected to sign an 

SS Mr f ChriSSE Co ?™ mt ? V^mau on Tuesday concerning. 
(EC), Mr. Christopher AudJand, assistance by the EC to Jordan to 
met here Sunday with Minister of help the Kingdom set upon energy 
Planning Abdullah Nsour to dis- planning unit within the Ministry 
cuss cooperation between the EC of Energy and Mineral Resources. 

and Jordan in economic, financial *, if* Audland is also expected to 
and technical fields. The minister !? 7 Minister of Energy 

spoke about Jordan's incentives to Khaub - whi 5 h wU1 he 

encourage investments in the cou- ohowed by a press conference by; 
Boy’s national development pro- M AudJand on EC-Jordanian 

jects. 

Mr. Audland, who arrived here 
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Education Minister discusses admission test 

Secondary exam will be fair 
for all students, Saket says 


cooperation. Mr. AudJand is acc- 
ompanied by a four member del- 
egation. 


Phosphate workers demand 
more pay, better conditions 

AMMAN (Petra) — The General between the workers and the 
Union of Jordanian Miners Sun- 1 management. 


day sent a letter to Jordan Pho- Meanwhile 


JPMC ann- 


spbates Mines Company (JPMC) ounced Sunday that this year it 
Director General Wasef Azar produced 5,740.166 tonnes of 
demanding an improvement in phosphates, an increase of 9.9 per 
pay and work conditions. cent over last year's production. 

The letter asked that the miners Mr. Azar said that the com- 
be given at least JD 15 in pay inc- pany’s three mines last month 
reases; a bonus month and all- produced- 523,329 tonnes. The 
owances for living in remote reg- mines are located at Hassa, Wadi 
ions of the country. The letter also A1 Abiad and Ruseifa, with Hassa 
said that the union is keen on pre- mine making the biggest con- 
serving the excellent relations tribution to production. 

AO AD asks Jordan to study 
olive tree protection methods 



A 



k 


Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Suleiman Arar Sunday cuts the ribbon to open a new 
civil defence centre in Zarqa (Petra photo) 

Arar opens Zarqa civil defence centre 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Interior Min- 
ister Suleiman Arar opened in 
Zarqa Sunday a new civil defence 


safety for public property and paid 
tribute to the Jordan Petroleum 


Forces. 

Zarqa Civil Defence Director 


centre which was financed jointly Jordan Electricity Authority and 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Organisation for Agricultural 
Development (AO AD) has ent- 
rusted Jordan with conducting a 
study on ways of protecting olive 
trees along with three other stu- 
dies to be conducted by other 
Arab countries on other crops dur- 
ingl 985. 

This was announced here by 
Ministry of Agriculture Under 
Sdtretairy Salem AI Lawzi upon 
his return from an AOAD mee- 
ting in the Somali capital of Mog- 
adishu. Dr. Lawzi said that del- 
egates representing 21 Arab cou- 
ntries attended the meeting which 
reviewed a report on the org- 


by four businesses. 

In a speech at the opening cer- 
emony. Mr. Arar said that the 
fully-equipped centre will be 
ready to offer assistance and relief 
to any factory, workshop and cit- 


■ ■ , , . - . to any iaciory, worxsnop ana cu- nmunuin uiui ui iuuu, u.» 

amsation s plan of action for the jz en in t j roe Q f need. The minister JD 100.000 offered by the four 

and dlscussed obs_ praised the civil defence men for businesses and the land was a don- 
tacles impeding toed security pro- h j continued efforts to ensure ation from the Jordanian Armed 
jects in the Arab World. 

sei^up a A r?vtna^n r ccmmm« £ Arab contractors plan talks on 

make further studies on this pro- . . • r* » 

blem and to submit suggestions for COIlStrUCtlOn, 11113.110 111 g 

a solution. Dr. Lawzi said. The . - 

council also endorsed a 1985 bud- AMMAN (Petra)— The Higher Radwan Hajjar. head of a Jor- 

get amounting to S10.5 million Council of the Arab Contractors danian delegation to the council's 

and called on the Arab World to Union has decided to organise two meeting which was held in Cas- 

extend assistance to Arab cou- seminars in Damascus and in the ablanca, Morocco. The council 


Refinery Company, the Al Hus- Thib Ma’ani made a speech on the 
sein Thermal Power Station, the occasion expressing appreciation 
Jordan Electricity Authority and for the public contribution and 
the Zarqa Chamber of Commerce announced ihat other local bus- 
for making generous con- inesses will also help to set up an 
tribulions towards setting up the operation room for offering spe- 
new centre. edy civil defence services to Zarqa 

The centre, established on a and Ruseifa. This project is exp- 
1 6-dunum olot of land, has cost ected to cost JD 32,000, he said. 


the Zarqa Chamber of Commerce 
for making generous con- 
tributions towards setting up the 
new centre. 

The centre, established on a 
16-dunum plot of land, has cost 


AMMAN (Petra) — All students who pass the adm- 
ission exam for the secondary stage will have the 
chance for secondary education in either the aca- 
demic or vocational streams. Minister of Education 
Hikmat Al Saket announced here Sunday. 

He said that the Ministry of to pass in the following subjects: 
Education will provide seats for all Islamic Education (for Muslims), 
successful students in all gov- Arabic, Social Studies, • English, 
emorates and no one will be dis- Mathematics and Sciences, with 
missed from school because of his 40 per cent as the lowest accepted 
or her. examination results, since grade in any one of these subjects, 
all can find their way to different except for Arabic which has a na« 
types of education or training. mark 50 per cent, the minister 

The minister said that although explained. The general idea that 
secondary education is not com- the admission exam is bound to 
pulsoiy in Jordan, the ministry will present the students with very dif- 
provide this education to all. The ficult obstacles is totally unf- 
cost of vocational training is very ounded. the minister added, 
high he said, and is almost double 

the cost of academic training, but- Resitting the exam 
the government is committed to • 

the principle of meeting the needs Those who do not pass, he said, 

and requirements of the local can repeat the third preparatory 
community and so it will increase class once or twice if they are still 
the number of trained people to be under 16 years of age and, acc- 
cra ployed in implementing dev- ording to regulations, those who 
elopment projects, the minister fail can also sit for the exam again 
added. to choose another type of training 

Students who complete the or course, 
third preparatory stage and sit for The minister said that the reg- 
the admission exam are required ulations governing the admissions 


and the examinations have gra- 
nted the Higher Education Cou- 
ncil the right to define the pro- 
portion of students that will be 
accepted in the first secondary 
academic course in all schools, and 
this does not exceed 60 per cent of 
successful males and 70 per cent of 
successful female students. The 
rest. 40 per cent of males and 30 
per cent of female students, will be 

accepted in the first secondary 
vocational schools and handicraft 
centres around the country, Mr. 
Saket said. 

He said that the ministry has 
been empowered to raise the rate 


the admission exam is bound to of those to be accepted in the aca- 


present the students with very dif- 
ficult obstacles is totally unf- 
ounded. the minister added. 

Resitting the exam 

Those who do not pass, he said, 
can repeat the third preparatory 
class once or twice if they are still 
under 16 years of age and. acc- 
ording to regulations, those who 
fail can also sit for the exam again 
to choose another type of training 
or course. 

The minister said that the reg- 
ulations governing the admissions 


demic course in some cases when 
not enough vocational centres are 
available, provided that this rate 
does not exceed 75 per cent of 
successful male students and 85 
per cent of the female students. 

The minister went on to say that 
the admission exam has been set 
to achieve justice and to offer 
equal educational opportunities to' 
all people. To have a fair dis- 
tribution. Mr. Saket added, the 
ministry will divide the students 
into groups of similar educational 
backgrounds and standards so as 
to offer fair treatment to all. 


get amounting to S10.5 million 
and called on the Arab World to 
extend assistance to Arab cou- 
ntries in Africa which had suffered 
from the effects of hunger and 
drought. Dr. Lawzi said. He added 
that the AOAD's next session will 
be held in Algiers next December. 


meeting which was held in Cas- 
ablanca, Morocco. The council 


Arab Gulf states next year to dis- also decided to award all tenders 
cuss the management of con- for building the Arab League hea- 


strucrion projects and ways to fin- 
ance such projects. 

This was announced by Mr. 


dquarters in Tunis to Arab con- 
tractors and to organise exh- 
ibitions of building materials. 


Architects excel in Al Albait Foundation designs 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Queueing up Sat- 
ur day. evening outside the doorsof 
the exhibition hall at the Arabic 
Language Centre at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, tense and exc- 
ited. were about 100 local arc- 
hitects. Inside the room, where 
they had been for the last two 
weeks under lock and key, were 
the plans, elevations and models, 
of the 16 schemes that had been’ 
submitted by both local and int- 
ernational firms for the pre- 
stigious Al Albait Foundation 
architectural competition. The 
doors opened and the crowd pou- 
red in to congregate around the 
winning entries which had been 
announced the day before. 

Taking the much sought after 
first prize was the firm Shbeilat, 
Badran and Keilani (architect 
Rasem Badran) and it will be this 
scheme that will be ultimately 
built, at a cost of JD 2 million, ou 
the 35 dunum stretch of hillside 
that falls away from the Queen 
Alia Mosque in Hashemieh, don- 
ated to the foundation by His 
Majesty King Hussein. The sch- 
eme that took second place came 
from Jafar Toukan and Partners. 
whOe Akram Abu Hamdan and 
the Regional Engineering Office 
took joint third. Dr. Farouk Yag- 
mour's project received a special 
recommendation. 


ndation. As the president of the 
Royal Academy, Dr. Nassir 
El-Din El- Assad, writes in his 
introduction to the brief*“...the 
RoyaJ Academy is also very keen 
pn haring these premises as a dis- 


However, the understanding of 
the project was in monumental 
terms — as implied by its moo- X ? ^ ' s>. 

uraental entrance and main fac- y \ 

ade. which were masterfully ble- "T" ^ ^ \ 

neded down to a 'residential scale, f / ) 111 

. But from these frionumental ele- I I I I 

raents it was clear that the des- I 5* 1 I ~ I 

igner wanted to represent the qua- \'£\V f I 5' i 

lities of strength and power. This \ V- J~\ / 
was by no means a wrong ass- X. y 

umption. but the jury felt that the A ""Li 

qualities conveyed by the winning 
project to be more appropriate. 

“The project by Akram Abu nified attitude. Furthermore, it 
Hamdan, which took joint third was r00tcd “ local-tradiaon 
prize, is a very daring and cou- resembling as it did Jerusalem and 
rageous interpretation of what Nablus — our Levantine her- 
contemporary Islamic arc- wage” 

hitecture is all about and his met- This statement prompts the 
hod of borrowing from history was question ‘if Abdul Halim Ibrahim 


tinguished monument of Islamic . But from these Aionurpental ele- 
Art and a living witness of our ments it was clear that the des- 


genuine civilisation; these original 
ideas should show both in the app- 
earance and substance of the pre- 
mises: In its main entrance and 
side gateways, in its openness and 
its spacious interior that is des- 
igned in a way to allow sunlight to 
shed all over, in its main courtyard 
and smaller yards in the different 
units, in its porches and columns. 


in the natural ventilation methods contemporary Islamic arc- 
and in everything that makes it hitecture is all about and his met- 
worthy of the Royal Academy for hod of borrowing from history was 
Islamic Civilisation Research and an intelligent and intellectual exe- 
its gracious attachment to Al Alb- It offered an implied method 

ait, the Prophet’ s descendants." 0 f borrowing rather than a direct 


igner wanted to represent the qua- 
lities of strength and power. This 
was by no means a wrong ass- 
umption. but the jury felt that the 
qualities conveyed by the winning 
project to be more appropriate. 

“The project by Akram Abu 
Hamdan, which took joint third 
prize, is a very daring and cou- 
rageous interpretation of what 


The jury 

Choosing the winners over the 
previous week had been the dif- 
ficult and unenviable res- 
ponsibility of a specialist jury 
drawn from all over the Islamic 
World. From Egypt came Dr. 
Farid Shafel a specialist in Islamic 
Architecture, who represented 
the client. Dr. Mohammad 
Makkiyeh, a prominent Iraqi arc- 
hitect, and architect Abdul Latif 
Hi j ami from Morocco were the 
representatives of the Union of 
Arab Engineers on the jury, while 
representing the Engineers 
Association here in Jordan were 
Dr. Taleb Rifaf i from the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and architect 
Suhail El Nimer. 

It was the task of these five men 
to find the project from the 13 
local submissions and the four 
'other entries that came from 
Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Tunisia, 
that was the most original and suc- 
cessful solution to the client’s 
brief. This brief stated that, as well 
as including premises to acc- 
ommodate a printing press, a 
computer, a museum, a gallery 
and a multi-media centre with 
annexes and equipment needed 
for maintenance, the RoyaJ Aca- 
.demy for Islamic Civilisation Res- 
earch (Al Albait Foundation) also 
needed a residential and catering 
section for researchers coming 
from outside Jordan. 

All these buildings however had 
to be more than just buildings — 
the whole scheme had to embody 
something of the spirit of the fou- 


Tradition, innovation balance 

So how did the jurors come to 
their conclusions? Speaking on 
their behalf in an interview with 
the Jordan Times, Dr. Taleb 
Rifafi explained. “One has to say 
that there were several projects 
that were extremely successful in 
solving the very difficult equation 
by which one makes a balance 
between tradition and innovation, 
between history and modernity. 
The main principal of the project, 
the challenge was to design a con- 
temporary building that was cle- 
arly and unmistakably rooted in 
our tradition and culture. There 


an intelligent and intellectual exe- 
rcise. It offered an implied method 
of borrowing rather than a direct 
one — that is the use of commonly 
recognisable "Islamic” ter- 
minology, for example arches, 
domes and courts. Rather his pro- 
ject used an “idea” in this case the 
podium as a historic interpretation 
between a building and its site, 
presenting the project m a clearly 
contemporary image which is cha- 
rged with meaning and historic 
symbolism," said Dr. Rifai’i. 

"Finally I would like to mention 
the project of Abdul Halim Ibr- 
ahim which would have taken first 
prize if Rasem Badran had not 
entered, for it offered almost the 
same kind of understanding and it 
embodied the same spiritual mea- 
ning behind the form. However, 


were many interpretations as to .Badran’ s scheme had a more con- 
how such a building would be rel- fident and a more relaxed and dig- 
ated to our tradition and heritage. ===== : 

which used, to different extents. • ‘ i...\ 

direct and indirect borrowings X-.=' — —L 

from history. There were at least vV; z' 

six or seven schemes that were ; jV 

very successful in reading and int- t -^* 

erpreting traditional vocabulary 

and reusing it in contemporary 

designs. i '; j under the patronage 

“The winning project by Rasem of hrj-i 

Badran of SBK”, Dr. Rifafi con- princess wudan ah 

turned, “however offered an uni- 

que and special understanding as LACOQUILLE exhibition 

to the importance of this academic GHASS an rihani 

institution from the viewpoint of ghassan rihani 

our Islamic heritage and the role cordially .iwnes vou to the . 

the mosque played as a school. Anti a U i ties ? 

The project not only offered a bn- rj ^nwquiuiea <rv 

Ilian t architectural interpretation . Exhibition 

of traditional vocabulary but also 'Qt 

offered a clear undemanding of aa ^ 

the traditional role of a learning Copper ■ | 

institution by turning the entire Oriental souvenirs 

complex into a school/mosque, jj 'tv 'i| k 

and in doing so, the project att- H 

ained the two qualities of dignity «+& | « grand hah Al 
and modesty which were cha- AUHuasan'fcu.n city R 

racteristics of learning institutes in 3 1 

our heritage. It is this additional jj f 

symbolic understanding that off- > g t 

ered the winning project the extra ^ 
plus.” he said. 

“The project of Jafar Tdukan & £ ^ 

Partners, which took second prize, 

vocabulary. It was ingenious, and 

it can be said that this project was 

even more successful in this res- 
.pect than the winning scheme. 


lost first prize because SBK ent- 
ered, why was his project not pla- 
ced second?’ Dr. Rifafi exp- 
lained: “ It was always very clear to 
the jury that the issue of con- 
temporary Islamic architecture is 
open to all kinds of interpretation 
and it was necessary to encourage 
all serious and intelligent searches 
for such an identity. The jury und- 
erstood its responsibility was far 
beyond the mere selection of a 
winning project and by choosing 
second and third prizes as it did, it 
deliberately meant to keep all 
doors open to interpretation." 

Anyone wishing to see the pro- 
jects, the winning entries of which 
are of an exceptionally high sta- 
ndard, can view them at the Ara- 
bic Language Centre, situated 
next, to the Jordan University 
Mosque. 

The exhibition closes Tuesday. 




Exhibition 

Damascene fumujre 
Silver Jewettetv 
Copper 




Wedensday 19ih- 21st Dee. 1984 


UNICEF cards give aid to world’s needy children 


By Rana Sabbagh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN v — The United Nat- 
ions Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
is the only organisation within the 
United Nations dedicated exc- 
lusively to the welfare of children. 
UNICEF s main concern is for the 
millions of children throughout 
the developing world whose basic 
rights to adequate nutrition, hea- 
lth care and education remain 


unfulfilled. 

UNICEF depends heavily on 
voluntary contributions to finance 
its work. Approximately three 
quarters of its income is derived 
from contributions by gov- 
ernments, and strikingly enough, 
the remainder comes from the 
general public through greeting 
cards, stationary, and engagement 
calendars sales. The proceeds 
from as small as a purchase as one 
box of UNICEF cards is capable 


UNRWA commissioner 
announces cutbacks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Mr. Olof Ryd- 
beck, commissioner-general of 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) has 


can then make an emergency app- 
eal to member states for add- 
itional funds," the circular said. 
Mr. Rydbeck said: “I have dec- 


issued a circular announcing inter lo make economy measures 
alia that “the agency is facing a ■’ at 'headquarters in Vienna for an 
critical year in 1985 and must take employment freeze, cancellation 
immediate steps to economise. °f extensions beyond retirement 
Projected income, based on cur- a B e for all headquarters area staff 
rent estimates and taking into acc- members in Vienna and in 
ount the .amounts pledged by Amman, ten per cent reduction in 
member states of the United Nat- staffing levels, increase in working 
ions last month, falls far short of hours and suspension of flexible 
the amount required to maintain working hours, suspension until 
programmes at existing levels, further notice of certain staff ben- 
There is no hope of the agency's efits." 

being able to bridge this large gap Mr - Rydbeck also said that he 
between income and expenditure regretted having to impose these 
by increasing income alone. The economy measures but explained 


agency’s ability to continue ope- 
rations will require substantial and 
immediate reductions in exp- 


enditure. Having first done this, I grammes. 


that there was no alternative if the 
agency is to continue with its edu- 
cation, health and relief pro- 


: ’ 7 : ' V< ' j V 


If. . " • ■ - 



of providing enough high potency 
vitamin A capsules to proiecr 
sixty-five youngsters from nut- 
ritionally — caused blindness for 
one year. Also, proceeds from the 
sale of UNICEF greeting cards 
can help the children's fund ope- 
rate long-term and emergency ass- 
istance programmes in 110 cou- 
ntries, having a combined pop- 
ulation of 1.284,070,000 whose 
ages range from new bora up to 
15. 

UNICEF has allocated 
$250,000 to reduce the child mor- 
tality rate in Jordan by fifty per 
cent over the next five-year dev- 
elopment plan in cooperation with 
the Jordanian government, acc- 
ording to Mr. Hassan Shawareb, 
UNICEF office director in 
Amman, who also told the rep- 
orters during a press conference 
Sunday that UNlCEFs office in 


war-ravaged village in Cze- 
choslovakia. Her design became 
the first UNICEF card. Usually, 
all designs for UNICEF cards are 
contributed by artists or museums 
and an international an com- 
mittee reviews several hundred an 
works annually and recommends 
those designs more suitable for 
card production. Over the years 
more than 100 countries have 
been represented in the an work 
reproduced as greeting cards. 

The card messages are usually 
printed in the six United Nations 
official languages; English, Spa- 
nish, Russian. French, Arabic and 
Chinese. In this way UNlCEFs 
festive cards can be used as a 
means of exchanging greetings 
and offering better opponunities 
to millions of children throughout 
the developing world. In addition 
to cards, UNICEF also offers an 


Amman has just finalised the first extensive year-around line which 


phase of 


Kitteh’ 


includes stationary, ensembles. 


elopment project. The second notelets, mini-assortments and 
phase is currently being imp- gift boxes. 


lemented south of Madaba and is 
handling social issues. 

UNICEF cards began in 1949, 
when a seven-year old girl made a 
painting for UNICEF in thanks 
for the help UNICEF gave to her 


Over the past thirty years, 
UNlCEFs cards sales have netted 
some SI 25.7 million for ongoing 
UNICEF programmes such as 
basic services that include mother 
and children health care. 


SUWalima^ 

GAME SEASON SPECIALTIES 

HARE AND REAL ALE TERRINE 2.750 

Made lo an old traditional recipe served with toast and butter 

AUTUMN FOREST CROUTON 2.950 

Cepes and chanterelles (lambed in brand? finished with cream and served on toast 

STILTON AND WALNUT PATE 1.600 
ROYAL GAME SOUP 1.200 



BREAST OF PHEASANT 5.750 

Pol roasted in port wine sauce 

ROAST PARTRIDGE “BALMORAL” 8.250 

W7/A bread sauce, heart shaped croutons with pate. Carved tableside 

WILD DUCK “MONTMORENCY" 7.800 

Whole roast mallard with black cherry liqueur sauce. Caned tableside. 

ESCALOPES OF VENISON “BADEN-BADEN” 6.950 

Tender slices of roebuck with a rich game sauce and cranberries. 

A BRACE OF ROASTED STUFFED QUAILS 5.250 

Filled with chestnut stuffing and coated with hunter ’s Sauce. 

ALL DISHES ARE SERVED WITH HOMEMADE BUTTERED 
SPEATZLI AND SEASONAL FRESH VEGETABLES. 


Call us now at 860100 


AMMAN 

Harriott 

HOTEL 
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Dubbing it ‘the last chance’ 

THE United Nations General Assembly last week passed a 
resolution calling on all members to stop their dealings with 
Israel in order to “isolate it in ail fields.*’ Furthermore, the 
assembly reiterated, what we Arabs always knew and said on 
every occasion, that Israel is not a peace-loving nation. The 
reason will be quite obvious to any honest leadership in the 
world If only it throws a glance at the Israeli expansionist 
policies and barbaric actions in the occupied Arab territories. 

With this resolution the General Assembly wound up its 
animal debate on the Middle East until next year when it will 
hold another debate and issue another resolution condemning 
Israel for the same policies and actions. And this vicious circle 
will continue year after year the way it has been going on for so 
many years now. Let us ask ourselves just for a moment, what 
good has these resolutions done to the Palestinians in the occ- 
upied Arab territories? Did the Israelis change their policies 
towards their Arab neighbours? Definitely not. On the con- 
trary, the Israelis have added new Arab lands to those already 
under their domination at the expense of Lebanon. They are 
now pursuing their notorious policies not only on the Pal- 
estinians but on the South Lebanese as well while the U.N. 
passes resolution after resolution condemning these acts. 

Although we do appreciate the support of the General Ass- 
embly , we have to note that not much good has come out of its 
resolutions as far as action is concerned. Israel is getting away 
with all its devious and aggressive acts mainly because there is 
the Big Daddy, the United States, with all its military and 
economic resources, always ready to bail its protege out wit- 
- bout giving the slightest consideration to any of the U.N. res- 
olutions. 

As long as the U.N. resolutions do not fall in line of tire of 
U.S. interests in the Middle East, Israel and its policies will 
flourish in the area. And there is nothing any nation or world 
body can do about it. 

Therefore we Arabs, while following up their activities at the 
U.N. and other world bodies, must find a way to persuade 
Washington to adopt a more even-handed approach in its 
foreign policy. The Arabs must learn to speak the political 
language that the Americans understand. Jordan and the PLO 
are about to embark on some very serious steps to neutralise 
the total American bias towards Israel. Egypt, and probably 
Iraq and other Arab states as well, are ready to help and 
support us in this endeavour. Let us see this time whether the 
U.S. will be ready to understand our position and the extent 
to which our people are going for peace. If not, at least we will 
know that we have tried our best, but the other side chose to 
ignore all sensible options. 

ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Arab responsibility 

THE U.N. General Assembly Friday dealt a heavy blow to Zionism 
and to Israel's occupation of Arab territories. Resolutions passed by 
the assembly called for isolating Israel, condemning its racial dis- 
crimination policies and deploring a decision by a number of cou- 
ntries to move their embassies to Jerusalem, which is an occupied 
land. 

These resolutions embody a defeat for U.S.-lsraeli attempts to 
improve Israel's image which is marked by evil and aggression, and 
these resolutions reject the international community's conviction 
that Israel is a source of all evil and trouble. But for these resolutions 
to be meaningful, the Arabs have to take a positive and constructive 
action, and they should exert efforts towards having them put into 
practice. What is required now is. as King Hussein said, a joint Arab 
effort and a mobilisation of Arab resources and strength to be tra- 
nslated into practice. 

The Arabs have discovered for themselves that the United States 
has no credibility any longer and that the Europeans are no more 
reliable, either and they are left only with one option: to rely on 
themselves. They should realise that time awaits no one and so they 
must act now as the international climate is quite convenient, and in 
their own favour. 

Al Dustour: Persistent U.S. negativism 

THOUGH HIS main reason for Richard Murphy's visit to the Mid- 
dle East is to try to break the deadlock in the Lebanese-Israeli 
.negotiations for an Israeli pullout from Lebanon, the U.S. assistant 
secretary of state opted for underlining Washington’s rejection of the 
idea of an international conference. 

Murphy, who is on record as saying that the U.S. strives to bring 
about peace in the region is on record again saying that his country 
opposes serious efforts for establishing peace. 

Murphy is therefore reflecting true U.S. policies in our region and 
is proving again that Washington is for aggression and in support of 
Israel 1 s attacks on the Arab countries. Washington opposes all peace 
bids whether they are coming from the Soviet Union, the European 
Community, the Arab World or the United Nations. 

The United States stands alone in support of Israel's aggressive 
and expansionist policies despite criticism from ail world nations and 
from Egypt. Israel's partner in the U.S.-engineered Camp David 
accords. 

Sawt Al Shaab: For implementing 242 

RESOLUTIONS PASSED, lately by the U.N. General Assembly 
represent a new indicator that the international community is more 
and more becoming aware of the real facts and the true situation in 
the Middle East region. These resolutions condemn Israel's racial 
discrimination policies and its aggressive attitudes towards the Arab 
World. 

The world community realised that Israel has been the sources of 
evil and an enemy of peace and. therefore, it issued these resolutions 
that serve as positive elements for peace. 

Supported by the international community, the Arab countries 
must indeed take a positive step towards regaining their own rights, 
and the PLO together with all parties involved in the Arab- Israeli 
conflict should seize this opportunity of almost overwhelming, int- 
ernational support to start meaningful action for regaining their 
rights in Palestine. The way to a solution opens with working towards 
convening an international conference on the Middle East which will 
put U.N. Security Council Resolution 242 into force and guarantee 
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people. 


Harmful to sustain illusions of U.S. role 


By Tareq Masarweh 


NOW THAT President Rea- 
gan has seen around after his 
reelection for a new four year- 
term. some Arabs tend to think 
there could be hope for a new 
and more balanced U.S. ini- 
tiative to settle the Middle East 
issue. In fact, Arab citizens 
should not be led to harbour 
such false hopes as nothing is 
expected to happen to change 
the situation unless the Arabs 
themselves take the initiative 
and do something meaningful 
and constructive for regaining 
their rights. 

Any misconception that the 
Arab- Israeli conflict could be 


solved by an external force 
should indeed be naive and 
misleading. The Arabs should 
realise that they must the- 
mselves hold the decision to 
opt for war or peace and they 
should have a ■ unified stand 
with regard to any alternative, 
and above afl, they should not 
allow the superpowers to play a 
role independent from Arab 
influence. 

The situation, as it is now, 
presents the Arabs as des- 
perate and weak people, see- 
king solution from any source 
and this attitude tends to give 
Washington a bigger size and a 


greater chance to’ play a part 
that serves its own strategic 
policies in our region. The 
Arabs have been under the 
false impression that ferae! is 
but an American police station 
in the region, but events have 
proved again and again that it is 
this policeman that shakes the 
whole American body and not 
vice versa. The best proof can 
be found in Washington’s ann- 
ouncement of its strategic all- 
iance agreement with Israel in 
which it pledges total com- 
mitment to the Zionist State's 
expansionist aims. 

The Arabs have also to take 


into account that current 
U.S.-Soviet tense relations do 
not allow for the convening of 
an international conference on 
the Middle East in the near 
future. How can we possibly 
imagine that the two sup- 
erpowers will come to agr- 
eement on the most troubled, 
spot in the world when they are 
at each other’s throats in Eur- 
ope and Central America? In 
fact the absence of a balance of 
power between Washington 
and Moscow in this region has 
been behind America's per- 
sistence in denying the Soviet 
Union an opportunity to play a 


role in settling the Arab- Israeli 
issue. 

It is also to be said that the 
lack of a superpower balance in 
the Middle East is due mainly 
to the Arabs themselves. After 
the 1973 October War the lea- 
ders of some Arab countries 
falsely assumed that they 
would win Washington’s sup- 
port and lasting friendship if 
they disposed of Soviet inf- 
luence. This led to the dep- 
arture of the Russians from 
Egypt, Sudan and Somalia and 
certain Arab capitals received 
President Nixon as a cha- 


mpion of friendship and 
peace... 

The Teelection of President 
Reagan does not warrant new 
hopes or promise of more ini- 
tiatives to settle the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. It is inadvisable 
to stan administering doses of 
new hope to the Arab masses 
unless these doses are intended 
to help pass the time and delay 
taking any meaningful action, 
thus prolonging the current 
weak and unstable situation 
before an 'eventual declaration 
of total bankruptcy and com- 
plete failure is articulated. 


Israel tightens the anti-inflation screw 


The three-month package deal controlling prices and wages in Israel 
was implemented last month in a desperate attempt to try and bring 
inflation, running at 1,300 per cent, under control. David L enno n 
reports on reactions to the crisis package. 


TEL AVIV — More than 2,000 
shopkeepers have been fined up to 
the equivalent of $907 for ove- 
rcharging for goods since the 
three-month package deal con- 
trolling prices, wages and taxes 
was implemented more than three 
weeks ago as part of the effort to 
control Israel's runaway inflation. 

During the first few weeks of 
the freeze it was clear that many 
people had little idea of what was 
the value of an item denominated 
in shekels. Shoppers often asked 
‘What is that in dollars?” when 
quoted a shekel figure. 

Nevertheless, and despite for- 
ecasts by economists of a price 
explosion next February, most 
Israelis are relieved that an effort 
is being made to curb the inf- 
lationary spiral, which had rea- 
ched 1.300 per cent before the 
freeze. 

Price control officers have made 
22,000 visits to shops to check that 
prices are displayed on all goods in 
shekels and that they do not exc- 
eed the maximum fixed price. So 
far, more than Sh. 40 million ($ 
69.000) has been levied in fines by 
rapid trial courts. 

The penalties are one of the key. 


tools being used by the gov- 
ernment to ensure that tbe price 
freeze is honoumed and that the 
shekel is returned to tbe price tags 
in place of the dollar, which had 
become increasingly used as a unit 
of value as inflation rose. 

The fact that manufacturers and 
other businessmen voluntarily 
agreed to government policing of 
prices which formerly were set by 
market forces was a recognition 
that some drastic action was nee- 
ded to halt inflation before it des- 
troyed the economy. 

“We bad to agree to the pac- 
kage deal because we bad lost con- 
trol of our businesses. With inf- 
lation at over 1.000 per cent we 
had no idea wbetber we were mak- 
ing a profit or a loss,” said one of 
tbe employers' representatives. 

Mr. Gad Proper, joint man- 
aging director of the Osem Foods 
conglomerate, told an Israeli new- 
spaper recently: “To manage an 
industry when the entire economic 
system is collapsing is like man- 
aging a casino. 

“You take an inflation coe- 
fficient into consideration, in 
order not to erode the capital 
base, and by the next day the cal- 


culation errs on the low side. It's 
an insane system which does not 
allow a manager of a plant to man- 
age.” 

The implementation of the 
price freeze has not been without 
its problems. There was confusion 
over the maximum prices, which 
the Ministry of Industry and Trade 
revised upwards within two days 
of their original announcement. 
The list also caused confusion in 
shops because the government set 
some prices at considerably higher 
levels than they had been before 
the freeze. 

In justification of this. Mr. Yeh- 
oshua Forer. director general of 
the ministry, said: “There was no 
error. Our objective when we pre- 
pared the price list was not only to 
restrain prices, but also to ensure 
that everyday items would not dis- 
appear from the shelves. By giving 
the merchants some leeway, we 
could attain that objective.” 

Under the emergency reg- 
ulations, the government has fro- 
zen the exchange rate between the 
shekel and the dollar for all dom- 
estic transactions at the rate pre- 
vailing on Nov. 2, which was Sh. 
527 to the dollar. 

But the shekel has continued to 
depreciate, albeit at a much slower 
pace than in previous months. 
Professor Assaf Razin of Tel Aviv 
University puts the rate at 0.5 per 


cent a day or less, compared to ds 
per cent and more before the fre- 
eze. 

Importers and manufacturers 
are worried about having to pur- 
chase dollars to pay for imports at 
the prevailing floating rate (cur- 
rently Sh. 590 and rising), while 
being forced to sell at the rate 
fixed on Nov. 2 (Sh. 527). 

Not being allowed to pass on 
these higher costs by increasing 
their prices led some irate imp- 
orters to threaten to halt all imp- 
orts for the duration of the pac- 
kage deal. The Industry and Trade 
Ministry warned that the imp- 
orters may have their licences rev- 
oked if they refuse to import 
goods. 

The situation was somewhat 
eased for importers by the gov- 
ernment's decision to freeze the 
exchange rate, for the purposes of 
levying customs and purchase 
taxes, at Sh. 527. This will reduce 
possible losses by importers forced 
to sell their goods at frozen prices. 

Importers have been able to 
operate so far because the slo- 
wdown in the rate of depreciation 
-has meant that the gap between 
the prevailing exchange rate and 
the frozen rate is not too great. 
But many wonder what will hap- 
pen in another month or two. 
when that gap will have widened 
considerably. 


Among the first to protest were 
the importers of about 150 med- 
icines and drugs for which there is 
no local substitute. The Ministry 
of Health refused to exclude med- 
icines from the price freeze, but 
said that if the availability of drugs 
appeared to be endangered it 
would refer the matter to the spe- 
cial committee dealing with req- 
uests for exemptions. 

Others have questioned bow it 
would be possible to fix the prices 
for shoemakers, dentists or acc- 
ountants. not to mention plu- 
mbers and others involved in rep- 
air services. 

These prices were supposed to 
be subjected to a special income 
tax levy, but professionals and 
tradesmen protested that this was 
totally unfair, given that the price 
-of services has to remain fixed 
while expenses rise. 

Despite objections from lan- 
dlords. the tripartite follow-up 
committee representing the gov- 
ernment. the unions and the emp- 
loyers ruled that in the case of ren- 
tals the exchange rate for dollar 
contracts drawn up before the fre- 
eze must be paid at the Nov. 2 rate 
for the duration of the package 
.deal. 

Interestingly, the committee 
also ruled that, while the exchange 
rate for compulsory vehicle ins- 
urance is frozen, other forms of 


insurance are not affected. 

Prof. Razin is one of those wor- 
ried about the consequences of the 
package deal. “The banks are rec- 
eiving subsidies in return for red- 
ucing the cost of credit. Exporters 
are being given funds so that they 
can continue to operate in these 
difficult conditions, and a lot of 
money is being accumulated in the 
hands of the public, and this is not 
a process which can contribute to 
blocking inflation,” he said. 

He also warned about the dan- 
gers of the slowdown in the dev- 
aluations. “If inflation in Dec-, 
ember is 20 per cent and the dev- 
aluation is only 13 per cent this 
will create a dangerous lag which, 
if it accumulates for a number of 
months, will severely hit our exp- 
orts and will greatly encourage 
imports." 

Furthermore, the government 
had held off imposing new taxes 
and levies, there had been a red- 
uction in some taxes, customs dues 
were lower and the travel tax was 
down. 

The package deal is like a tra- 
nquilliser, according to Prof. 
Razin. It did not cure the disease 
out created a deceptive atm- 
osphere. LInless the government 
tackled its budget, he said, he 
remained pessimistic about the 
prospects for economic recovery 
— Financial Times news feature. 
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Heir apparent odd-man-out in politburo 


By Martin Nesirky 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, about to step into the int- 
ernational limelight by visiting 
Britain, is the youngest member of 
the soviet politburo and the cou- 
ntry’s second most powerful man, 
widely regarded as the likely suc- 
cessor to President Konstantin 
Chernenko. 

Still only 53 in a leadership of 
septuagenarians. Mr. Gorbachev 
is described by Western diplomats 
who have met him as a highly int- 
elligent, outgoing man with an 
open mind who displays charm, 
humour and ease of manner. 

Mr. Gorbachev came to Mos- 
cow from the provinces in 1978. 
and later became righthand man 
to the late Soviet leader Y uri And- 
ropov. He was widely seen as Mr. 
Andropov's choice of heir. 

But when Mr. Andropov died 
last February, the leadership went 
to the 72-year-old Chernenko and 
Mr. Gorbachev was left to con- 
solidate his position as number 
two. 

Since Mr. Andropov's death. 
Mr. Gorbachev has demonstrated 
his political stature, taking Mr. 
Chernenko's arm at the end of a 


Kre mlin rally and standing close 
to him in official line-ups. 

He is believed to retain his ear- 
lier responsibility for agriculture 
while overseeing broader eco- 
nomic policy, party personnel 


versity as a lawyer in 1955 and 
swiftly worked his way up the reg- 
ional Communist Party ladder. 

A stout, balding figure with a 
prominent birth mark on his for- 
ehead, Mr. Gorbachev is a Rus- 


matters, aspects of ideology and .sian who was born in the north 


foreign policy. 

Under Mr. Andropov, Mr. 
Gorbachev — the only university 
graduate in the politburo — was 
given the daunting task of shaking 
up the whole economy and bri-, 
nging new blood into the party, 
according to Soviet sources. 

He has a strong desire to reform 
the country's sluggish economy 
and replace older officials with 
younger people. Some analysts 
believe that if he gained power he 
would seek calmer East-West ties 
so he could concentrate on int- 
ernal affairs. 

Mr. Gorbachev was elevated to 
fuD membership of the ruling pol- 
itburo in 1980 under Leonid Bre- 
zhnev, who put him in charge of an 
.ambitious agricultural reform 
programme. He was not even 50 
and had been in Moscow just two 
years. 

Rapid promotions have typified 
Mr. Gorbachev's career since he 
graduated from Moscow Uni- 


Caucasus village of Privolnoye, 
near Stavropol in March 1931. 

Mr. Gorbachev started his wor- 
king life in Stavropol, an imp- 
ortant grain-growing region. He 
was the city' s party chief at the age 
of 35 and head of the entire reg- 
ional party organisation four years 
later. 

He was summoned to Moscow 
in 1978 to become a party Central 
Committee secretary for agr- 
iculture and a year later was a can- 
didate member of the politburo. 

Continuing harvest failures 
overshadowed his first two years 
as a full member, but during that 
time he was working on a mas- 
terplan to bring about lasting imp- 
rovements in fanning. 

The plan, tbe food programme 
launched in May 1982, was to 
loosen bureaucratic control of 
farms and gave managers more 
power to decide without con- 
sulting ministries. 

Once Mr. Andropov took over. 


Mr. Gorbachev was able to imp- 
lement his second project. Its aim 
was to make wages more directly 
dependent on results, and to enc- 
ourage this, workers were put on a 
so-called team contract under 
which they effectively sub- 
contracted work from managers 
and split the profits. 

The contract scheme applied in 
certain areas only, but most of 
those regions soon raised pro- 
ductivity rates. 

Under Mr. Andropov. Mr. 
Gorbachev was in overall charge 
of economic policy and involved in 
party affairs and played a major 
role in organising elections of off- 
icials. 

He visited Canada in May 1983 
to gain foreign affairs experience, 
and during Mr. Andropov’s ill- 
ness. it was Mr. Gorbachev who 
Shuttled between the ailing leader 
and the politburo. 

When Mr. Andropov died, 
older sections of the party, ala- 
rmed and angered by Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s reforms, backed Mr. 
Chernenko for the top job instead. 
However, younger “tec 1 nocrats” 
supported Mr. Gorbachev and 
ensured he retained the number 
two slot. 


Hong Kong accord 
seen as final stage 
in dismantling empire 


By Ronald Thomson 

Reuter 

LONDON — The sun that never 
set on the old British empire will 
lose another golden ray this week 
when Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher consigns the future of 
Hong Kong to China. 

Her agreement to hand over 
control of the capitalist enclave in 
1997 heralds what could be vir- 
tually the final stage in Britain’s 
long and agonising process of she- 
dding imperial power. 

When these 1 3 years have pas- 
sed. will Britain be left with any 
Jewels in the crown? Even the 
Rock of Gibraltar or the remote 
Falkland Islands, current areas of 
hot dispute? 

The questions arouse widely 
different reactions in this country. 
Some people have always seen the 
gradual loss of empire as a decay 
that made Britain toothless in 
world affairs. Others call it a tri- 
umphant act of selflessness and 
moral integrity. 

Whatever their views, few con- 
sider the agreement over Hong 
Kong as other than a watershed in 
the ultimate dismantling of Bri- 
tain's vastly-diminished colonial 
■presence. 

Mrs. Thatcher is due in Peking 
on Dec. 19 to sign the agreement 
in which China undertakes to 
maintain Hong Kong's capitalist 
way of life for 50 years after the 
handover. 

For the first time Britain will be 


cascade of British imperial asc- 
endancy over 38.8 million sq. kil- 
ometres. 

About 40 territories and 900 
million people in Asia, Africa, the 
Americas and the Caribbean have 
gained independence from Britain- 
since World War IT. 

Guerrilla wars were fought in 
Kenya, Cyprus and Aden before 
independence, though many tra- 
nsfers were accomplished pea- 
cefully. 

But it took 15 years of dispute 
and bloodshed to convert the reb- 
ellious white-governed colony of 
Rhodesia into the black African 
republic of Zimbabwe in 1980. 

One year later London’s last 
colony in Central America. Bel- 
ize, won its independence. Nearly 
2,000 British troops still r emain 
there, however, as a safeguard 
against possible invasion by nei- 
ghbouring Guatemala. 

And now, in the wake of the 
Hong Kong deal. Spain's c laims to 
Gibraltar and Argentina's dem- 
and for sovereignty over the Fal- 
klands have come to the forefront 

Britain said last month it was 
ready to confer with Madrid about 
sovereignty over the Rock fortress 
at the mouth of the Mediterranean 

■ a long-festering sore in rel- 
ations between the two countries. 

Argentina saw that move as a 
green light for negotiations over 
the South Atlantic islands it vainly 
attempted to seize in the 1982 
Falklands war with Britain. 

. London, insisting the. two 
issues were separate, said it had to 


giving one of its colonies back to a ’ abide hv the »« ■ u “T l ■ f° 
‘■foreign" p™ instead of gra- * * * 

to the mh- Most of the 30.000 


nting independence 
abitants. 

The move was dictated by the 
special circumstances of Hong 


u . - Gib- 

raltarians want to stay British, 
according to opinion polls. And 
the 1.800 Falkland islanders are 


re * arded Nr= as solidly in favour 

h 1 r 1 J d ■ , 1 f ft ? Cr of continued rule by a Government 

wheeling financial centre that has - oourinc 

lived in the shadow of a Chinese 


lease expiring three years before 
the century ends. 

Its agreed departure from the 
rule of Britain's parliament car- 
ried immense symbolism in num- 
bers alone. 

Some 5.5 million people in what 
call “dependent ter- 
ritories" now owe allegiance to 
Queen Elizabeth IL and all but 
150.000 of them live in Hong 
Kong? s frenetic society. 

The rest are spread over just 12 
administrative areas, covering isl- 
ands, enclaves, rocks and uni- 
nhabited atolls in the heart of 
nowhere. 

It is a far cry from the time, less 
than a century ago, when the map 
of the world looked like a crimson 


pounng money into their defences 
against any new attack. 

Britain’s writ also still runs in 
remote places like St. Helena in 
the South Atlantic, where the exi- 
led Napoleon died in 1821, and 
the Southern Pacific island of Pit- 
cairn, where the mutineers from 
the bounty made a home in 1790. 

Bermuda in the Atlantic is Bri- 
tain’ s oldest colony, dating back to 
Dependencies in the Car- 
ibbean include Montserrat and 
picturesquely-named Turks and 
Caicos. - 

Few of these scattered outposts 
seem to be looking for a break 
from London, where the stated 
■policy is "to give independence to 
those dependencies which want it 
and not to force it on those which 
do not” 
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Development strikes Shereik 
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The Nile-side Sudanese village of Shereik has new diesel irrigation ' 
pumps, a new clinic, elementary schools and a local council. VUlagers 

say thmgs have not been so bad for decades. 8 


By Peter Charlesworth 

'SHEREIK, Sudan — This small 
village along the Nile now boasts 
many of the fruits of development: 
diesel irrigation pumps, a modern 
village council, a health clinic and 
two elementary schools. Villagers 
are agreed they haven't had it so 
bad in decades. 

Most of Shereik’s problems, 
and the problems of similar vil- 
lages along the Nile in northern 
Sudan — perhaps of many villages 
throughout the developing world 
— stem from the low prices com- 
modities are earning on the world 
markets. 

Cotton accounts for 55 per cent 
of Sudan's exports; but cotton pri- 
ces have fallen sharply over the 
past four years, and today the 
world market is glutted. So Sudan 
cannot afford to buyenough petrol 
and other oil products, and must 
ration them, along with such sta- 
ples as flour and sugar. 

About five years ago, most of 
the farmers of Shereik stopped 
using ox-driven waterwheels and 
switched to diesel pumps to irr- 
igate. It seemed a smart move, 
because the potential for irr- 
igation here along the Nile is tre- 
mendous. and the oxen simply 
could not lift enough water. 

Today, with diesel rationed, the 
pumps work sporadically to water 
plots about the size of the plots the 
oxen watered. Large fields, cul- 
tivated for only a season or two, lie 


nearby, wind-eroded and empty. 
(The drought affecting both eas- 
tern and western Sudan has not 
proved a disaster for the villages 
along the Nile; but they must 
pump more water onto their 
crops.) 

Farmers got rid of their animals 
to save feed cosrs. Now, as most 
farmers earn only about S37 a 
month, they cannot afford to rei- 
nvest in oxen, which cost $250-3- 
75 apiece. Besides, most farmers 
agree oxen would be a “step bac- 
kwards". 

On market day. there is little 
bustle on Shereik* s two main str- 
eets. An old man offers onions, his 
only produce, from a sack. Two 
12-year-old boys stop chatting 
occasionally to sell small limes; if 
Lhey sell ail their stock they could 
make $2 each. In the shops are 
only the everyday essentials — 
tea, soap, dried beans and noodles 
— along with a few luxury items 
such as tinned fish, a powdered 
orange drink mix and some swe- 
ets. 

Ten years ago the shops were 
full of both local and imported 
goods: canned fruit and meat, 
cheese, flour, syrups and sugar. 
Today villagers have gone back to 
“old-fashioned" pancake-like 
bread baked with sorghum, as 
they can no longer get wheat flour. 

There are only 800 people in 
Shereik now. Another 800, mostly 
young men. have left to find work 
in Khartoum, Port Sudan, or even 


the Gulf states. Bur it is hard to 
leave Shereik. because oil rat- 
ioning has decimated public and 
private transport. The only 
privately-owned vehicle in the vil- 
lage has not moved in a year. 
There aTe no buses and fewer, less 
reliable trains: only four a week, 
two north and two south, always 
overcrowded. 

The central government enc- 
ouraged the setting up of local 
governing councils around the nat- 
ion, and Shereik has one. Pre- 
viously, the local sheiks took day- 
to-day decisions under the sup- 
ervision of the local Kadi (chief 
judge). In a small village like this, 
people could get their opinions 
known. 

Now, people say. the council 
debates endlessly, but the mass of 
red tape means little gets done, 
and people feel they have less say 
in decisions. 

Describing the council, villagers 
tell the fable of the fox who finds a 
parcel in the woods and, mistaking 
the noise of the wind in the wra- 
ppings for tasty animals rustling 
inside, rips it open. Finding it 
empty, he complains: “Plenty of 
noise, but for what?" 

The government hospital at 
Atbara set up a clinic in Shereik 
staffed with one male nurse- But 
the nurse complains that he has 
almost no medicine. More than 
1 00 malaria patients report to the 
clinic each month; he has enough 
ami-malaria drugs to treat three of 
them. The nurse has resorted to 
buying drugs himself in large 
towns and selling them to patients 



Firewood for sale in Shereik. A farmer has chopped 
down a small forest on his property to irrigate the 


new field with diesel. The nomads who used to graze 
camels and goats there are angry l Earthscan photo) 


at cost. 

Child mortality is high, due to 
the two basic problems of malaria 
and malnutrition. The gov- 
ernment has provided the clinic 
with a poster of a malnourished 
child to illustrate the problem. 

Given the exodus from Shereik 
by people seeking jobs, the two 
elementary schools have plenty of 
room. But there is sharp com- 


petition for the few seats in sec- 
ondary schools in the nearby lar- 
ger towns. 

Life goes on. A wedding in a 
nearby village provided three days 
of dancing and feasting. A few 
days later, a 1 7-year-old boy died; 
villagers took up a collection for 
the family, paid their quiet res- 
pects, and then held a festive 
wake. 


The villagers who remain say 
they would not live anywhere else. 
They praise the peace and quiet, 
the lack of crime, the village spirit 
of cooperation and community. 
They will survive “development" 
just as they have survived the 
other vagaries which nature and 
governments have put in their 
path over the centuries — Ear- 
thscan feature. 


GDR improves credit rating in move towards self-sufficiency 


% Susan J. Smith 

Associated Press 

BONN, West Germany (AP) — 
East Germany's credit rating has 
improved to such an extent that 
Western bankers now regard it as 
the second-best loan risk in the 
Socialist bloc after Moscow, acc- 
ording to West German gov- 
ernment officials. 

The development is pan of a 
general trend towards more East 
German self-sufficiency, both pol- 
itical and economic, that has inc- 
reased the country's standing in 
the Soviet-led Warsaw Pact, the 
Bonn officials say. _ 

But they warn against expecting 
too much assertiveness from a 
more self-confident East Ger- 


many. Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
said earlier this year that East 
Germany “has room for man- 
oeuver within a fenced-off area" 
— alleging that Moscow retains 
ultimate authority. 

"The (financial) market con- 
siders East Germany today as the 
second-best debtor country of the 
East bloc after the Soviet Union, 
and about on a par with Hun- 
gary." one high-ranking gov- 
ernment official told the Ass- 
ociated Press this week. 

“But even a more credit-worthy 
East Germany can't leave the 
Warsaw Pact." he observed. 

. East Germany nearly doubled 
its assets in European banks out- 
side of West Germany between 
mid- 1983 and the mid-1984. 


while decreasing its net ind- 
ebtedness. according to financial 
statistics. 

These East German assets jum- 
ped from S2.4 billion in June 1983 
to $4.2 billion in June 1984, acc- 
ording to the Bank for Int- 
ernational Settlements in Basel, 
Switzerland, which keeps track of 
world debt and world economic 
development. 

A 1981 decision to start sla- 
shing imports and step up exports 
appears to be the main exp- 
lanation for the increase in East 
German assets, said an official at 
the Intra-German Relations Min- 
istry, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. _■* 

East Germany’s net ind-. 
ebtedness to the same banks dro- 


pped from 5.5 billion to 4.2 billion 
in the same period. 

The assets would be sufficient to 
pay off East Germany’s net debt 
of S3. 6 billion to West German 
banks, or the estimated S3 billion 
it owes to the Soviet Union. Bonn 
officials noted. 

"There’s an argument that says 
they could pay off their debts to 
the Soviets and then tell them to 
get lost." said one Bonn official, 
who also asked not to be named. 

East Germany’s overall ind- 
ebtedness to the West has dro- 
pped from about 510 billion in 
1980 to $8.2 billion now. acc- 
ording to International Monetary 
Fund statistics. 

In the Socialist bloc, only Mos- 
cow and Warsaw owe more to 


Western banks. 

Over the past 18 months, the 
Bonn government has agreed to 
guarantee two loans to East Ger- 
many by consortiums of European 
banks totalling about $650 mil- 
lion. 

Bonn officials said this week 
that East Germany has obtained 
additional loans this year totalling 
an estimated $562 million from 
banks in several other Wfcstem 
countries, including the United 
States. 

But these loans do not appear to 
have increased East Germany's 
overall indebtedness, said an off- 
icial in the Intra-German Rel- 
ations Ministry in Bonn, who did 
not want to be named. 

West German officials spe- 


culated that the East Germans 
may be using their improved cre- 
dit standing for borrowing from 
the West to build up hard currency 
reserves for harder times that 
could lie ahead. 

The East Germans could also be 
borrowing from the West to pay 
off Middle East countries that 
have sold them oil on credit in past 
years, the officials said. 

Some Western analysts also 
think the East Germans may be 
using the loans to finance badly- 
needed modernisation of its ind- 
ustry. 

- 1116 Bonn government’s dec- 
ision to guarantee $650 million in 
credits has helped improve official 
relations between the two Ger- 
man states. 


European bomb disposal units are still fighting World War II 


By Andy Nieuwenhof 

Associated Press 

CULEMBORG, Netherlands — 
World War IT may be just a mem- 
ory, but Europeans are still dying 
from the bombs that dropped 40 
years ago. 

Although most of the visible 
scars of war on the European lan- 
.dscape have healed, the lethal lef- 
tovers of uq exploded wartime 
ordnance still fester underneath. 

Overlooked by postwar dis- 
posal teams, the bombs that dro- 
pped but didn't go off. the secret 
ammunition dumps and the stray 
bullets still turn up every year, 
thousands of tons of them. 

They require the services of 
thousands of ordnance disposal 
experts throughout Europe, hun- 
dreds of whom have been killed on 
the job since the war ended. 


The West German ammunition 
Disposal Office employs 1.000 
people full-time and spends 91.2 
million marks ($30.8 million) 
annually to dispose of the 1.500 
tons of World War 0 ordnance it 
finds every year. 

Last June, a section of Fra- 
nkfurt Airport was temporarily 
sealed off after a runway ren- 
ovation revealed an unexploded 
1,000-pound American bomb. 

In March, a thousand West Ber- 
lin residents had to be evacuated 
when it was discovered their 
homes were built over an anti- 
tank trench filled with high exp- 
losives. 

In July 1983. a British bomb 
exploded in West Berlin, causing a 
million marks ($338,000) dam- 
age. 

In Belgium, one' of Europe's 
smaller nations — but fought over 
in both World Wars — 1 8 ord- 


nance disposal experts have died 
in action in the past six years 
alone. A total of 120 have been 
killed since World War JJ. 

More than 58 million mines and 
122 million bombs and artillery 
shells were found and disposed of 
in the Soviet Union between 1945 
and 1972, according to the Great 
Soviet Encyclopedia. 

Up to a thousand tons of exp- 
losives from World Wars I and II 
are disposed of every year by the 
bomb disposal unit of the French 
Office for Civil Security. 

In the Netherlands, the problem 
is growing bigger as time goes by 
because of land and waterway 
development brought about by 
population pressures in this small 
nation of 14 million people. 

“In the past 12 months we have 
found approximately 10,000 gre- 
nades, 500 bombs, five V-l Ger- 
man rockets and 300,000 rounds 


of small caliber ammunition,” said 
Major Henk Kuiper, commander 
of the Dutch Army’s Explosives 
Disposal Service, which is hea- 
dquartered, in this central Dutch 
town. 

The number of calls for his 90 
demolitions experts has grown 
almost every year since 1971, said 
Maj. Kuiper, who anticipates his 
unit will have handled about 2,000 
wartime ordnance disposal cases 
this year. 

“If no more explosives were 
found, it would still take us four 
years to dispose of the ones we 
know already exist," Maj. Kuiper 
told the Associated Press recently. 

Large numbers of unexploded 
bombs are being found on land 
drained from the Ijsselmeer, the 
Dutch inland sea where allied air- 
craft jets stationed their und- 
ropped bombs on their way back 
from raids over Germany. 


At Venlo. in southeastern Hol- 
land, Maj. Kuiper' s team recently 
began clearing a former World 
War II German airfield of hun- 
dreds of allied bombs just so that a 
3 -5-kilometre road can be built. 

The unexploded bombs, ran- 
ging in size from 250 to 1,000 
pounds and buried five to 10 met- 
res deep, will Lake more than a 
year to uncover, disarm and rem- 
ove. 

As the calls for help increase, so 
does the peril, according to Maj. 
Kuiper, because deterioration 
makes the explosives more uns- 
table. 

A total of 75 squad members 
and volunteers have been killed 
since the Dutch unit's founding 40 
years ago this month, weeks after 
the allies liberated the southern 
Netherlands from a five-year 
German military occupation. 

The first commander of the 


Disposal Squad, retired Maj. J.T. 
Koningh. recalled recently that 
“in 1944 we thought the job 
would be completed in one and a 
half years." 

Maj. Kuiper noted that German 
prisoners of war — 210, according 
to the Dutch War Documentation 
Institute — were also killed while 
removing mines for their allied 
captors. 

After clearing mines from 
farms, the German PoWs would 
be forced to do the first plowing 
“to make sure they had done their 
job properly.” he said. 

Many Dutch farmers had done 
their own bomb disposal work 
during and after the war by bur- 
ying unexploded munitions. 

Now if s often their children, 
according to Maj. Kuiper, who 
remember where the explosives- 
are buried and call in his experts to 
remove them. 


Randa Habibs 


Demolish other circles 


ET DISAPPEARED quicker than it came. The Wadi Saqra 
roundabout no more exists. Soon in its place we will have 
traffic lights and all the area wQl be used by cars, this 
congested place will soon witness an easy flow of traffic. 
According to the mayor of Amman the disappearance of the 
Wadi Saqra roundabout (may its soul rest in peace) is the 
beginning of a demolition campaign of all the roundabouts 
of Amman. 

The dynamic mayor of Amman wishes to inform the 
lovers of nature that all the trees and plants that are cur- 
rently on the roundabouts wQl be planted in the public 
gardens. 

I cannot help but wonder how Amman will be without its 
circles. Just imagine that there are no more 2nd, 3rd or 4th 
circle. I wQl not live on the 6th circle anymore. How ang- 
uishing. How will we be able to direct ourselves since we are 
not used to dear addresses, our landmarks are the circles 
and still one should count properly. If you miss one circle 
you wQl find yourself on the 5th circle while you were 
planning to go to the 4th... What a mess! Just imagine our 
situation. I am chilled at the very thought of it. 

It seems that circles have become a burden for the city and 
the space they are taking wQl be used to widen the streets 
and thk makes sense. 

However, maybe small commemorative plates bearing 
the words “here lay such a circle until 1985" would have the 
advantage of keeping the memory of our beloved circles 
while helping us to find our way. 


Biologists race against 
time to save animals 
threatened by dam 


By Rene VQlegas 

Reuter 

TUCURU1, Brazil — The roar of 
outboard engines shatters the tra- 
nquil dawn as boats spread out 
across the man-made lake in sea- 
rch of wildlife trapped by waters 
rising to feed Brazil’s new Tucurui 
Dam. 

It is a race against time. The 
remaining islands arc dis- 
appearing at the rate of one metre 
a day under the flow ol the Toc- 
antins river, a tributary of the 
Amazon. 

It is also dangerous work. Aro- 
und 150.000 animals have to be 
resettled, many of them venomous 
snakes and spiders which sought 
refuge in the submerging trees. 

Three new species of poisonous 
snakes have been found, and 300 
different species of fish and half a 
million inseas are being studied, 
according to biologist Benno Mas- 
carenhas. 

The operation, codenamed 
Curupira after the Tupi Indian 
god of nature, involves 771 bio- 
Jogists and technical personnel 
with a fleet of 90 boats, two hel- 
icopters and dozens of trucks. A 
day’s work can mean the survival 
of 2,000 animals. 

When the lake, in the northern 
state of Para, reaches its maximum 
level of 72 metres, it will cover an 
area 50 per cent greater than the 
world's largest dam, Itaipu, on the 
border between Brazil and Par- 
aguay. 

Electronortc. the state com- 
pany responsible for the dam pro- 
ject, has come under a barrage of 
criticism both from env- 
ironmentalists and those with 
commercial interests at stake. 

The National Institute of Ama- 
zonian Investigation (INPA) in 
Belem, capital of Para, com- 
plained that Electronone squ- 
andered millions of dollars by fai- 
ling to extract about nine million 
cubic metres of tropical har- 
dwood. 

Environmentalists accused Ele- 
ctronorte of spraying toxic def- 


oliants like Agent Orange, used 
during the Vietnam war. when 
opening up the area for con- 
struction. The company denied 
this. 

Environmentalists also sug- 
gested that submerged vegetation 
would use up oxygen when it dec- 
ayed. putrefying the water. 

But agronomist Severino Jar- 
dim told Reuters previous studies 
showed that the process of veg- 
etable degradation did not con- 
stitute a serious danger. 

The first group of turbines is 
scheduled to begin generating ele- 
ctricity on Nov. 22, and by 1988 
Tucurui will have the capacity to 
pump 4,000 megawatts into the 
grid. 

-By 1995 this figure will have 
doubled, making Tucurui one of 
the largest dams in the world after 
Itaipu and the Grand Coulee Dam 
in the United States. 

It will provide the power to dev- 
elop this enormously rich Amazon 
area, which is inhabited by less 
than three million of Brazil's pop- 
ulation of 131 million. 

The power will flow north to 
smelt aluminium and south to fuel 
a planned complex associated with 
the richest mineral deposit in 
South America, and possibly the 
world, at Carajas. 

The state of Para contains the 
world's third-largest bauxite res- 
erves — an estimated 4.5 billion 
tonnes — with the Carajas mou- 
ntain range alone accounting for 
1.4 billion tonnes. Carajas also 
contains iron ore. manganese, 
nickel, and other minerals. 

The Barcarena aluminium ref- 
inery near Belem, built with the 
help of Japanese capital, is due to 
start production next year with a 
yearly output of 320,000 tonnes of 
aluminium ingots and 800,000 
tonnes of alumina. 

There will be thousands of extra 
mouths to feed as Brazil's imp- 
overished northeast enters flock to 
the area. But around here they say 
you can spit on the ground and a 
tree will grow. 
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RESTAURANT 

CHINA 

Airconditioned 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, 
near Ahhyyah Girls School 

Open daily 
12:00 - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 p.m. - Midnight 
Tel. 38968 


| /TOURISMO I ! 

2 3rd Circle, Jabai Amman I 

I Opposite Akllah Hospital. | 

■ PEKING DUCK A “ A 

3 FLAMING POT FONDUE I 
I ARE OUR SPECIALITIES I 

J VISIT SOON I | 

■ Open daily 12:00-3:30 PM ■ 

6:00 PM to Midnight • ■ 

TeL 41093 J 


CHEN’S 

CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
i. Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 
Mongolian Barbeque 
for lunch FRIDAY 
Tel: 818214 
Come and taste our 
specialities 
Open daily 

12:00 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
630 p.m. - Midnight 
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French Cuisine Restaurant 
FRANCO -ARAB 
THE FIRE BIRDS BAND 

Res.6bOOOU- 15 


DAILY BUSINESS ll'NCEON BIT EE 


CHINA 
RESTAURAN 

ABOVE HOMAM 


The first and best Chinese 
restaurant 
in Aqaba 

Take - away service ava- 
ilable 

YJpwi daily'll JO 0:30 - and 6:30 
11:00 

AQABA, Tel. 4415 
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INTERNATIONAL 

ESTABLISHMENT 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
international moving, 
storage, clearing, 
door-to-door service 


Agonic a It on r the world 

Tel: 664090m: 22208 BESMCO JO 
CaMa: N u—e a lw a. 

P.Q. Box 92M87 

AMMAN JORDAN 


To advertise in 
this section 



Deluxe apartments 

for rent 
AQABA 

T 

2 bedrooms, living area. 
Overlooking the gulf. 


/More details, please 
contact Mazen Qusous 
Amman 21807 
Aqaba 4339 


Miramar 

Hotel/UST 


aqAba 


444 


Your stay in the 
MIRAMAR 
a holiday by itself. 

Aqaba, Tel. 4339/41 
TLX 62275 JO 


SC% fitestaurant 


Presents to you 
Daily LuNckeoN Menu 


Soups 
Fish or meat 
Sweets or f ruftts 
Coffee 

*4. Jar dan dinars . 


Hera D 1 Oeuvres 
Pish or meat; 
Sweets or fruits 
Coffee 

'5. Jordan dinars 


AH LAN WA 5AHLAN to our quiet loft muMc evening! 
TEL 42*99 - *107* -i*023 -TELEX 22358 COLD JO 
P.0 BOX 6198 - JABAL - AMMAN 
BEHIND MARQUISE JEWELLERY - AMMAN - JORDAN 
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6 Sports 


S.Arabia wins Asian Cup 


SINGAPORE (R) — Saudi Arabia lifted the Asian 
Cup for the first time when they beat China 2-0 in the 
final of the ten-nation soccer championship here 
Sunday night. 


Saudi Arabia stunned the 
40.000 crowd with a 10th minute 
goal by striker Shaye Al-Nafisah 
to lead i-0 at halftime. 

The 22-ye3r-old Shaye col- 
lected a cross from the right by 
striker Mehaisen Af-Dossari ro 
send a thundering 1 5 -metre drive 
into the left-hand comer of the 
net. 

China, demoralised by the early 
setback, struggled to find their 
best form in “the slippery con- 
ditions and rarely tested Saudi 
goalkeeper Abdullah AI-Diayye. 

Striker Majed Mohammad. 26. 
nicknamed the “Pele of the Des- 
ert". grabbed a splendid solo goal- 
to seal Saudi Arabia’s triumph two 
minutes after the interval. 

Majed. took a pass from def- 
ender Mohammad Abdul Jaw ad 
and beat three Chinese defenders 
before rounding goalkeeper Lu 
Jian Ren and tapping the ball into 


I he empty net. 

Earlier, defending champions 
Kuwait took third place when they 
beat Iran 5-3 in a penalty shoot- 
out. The match was level at 1-1 
after normal and extra time. 

In Saudi Arabia, conservative 
Saudis erupted in jubilation after 
the national soccer side captured 
the Asian Cup for the first time in- 
their soccer history. 

Saudijt'fn their traditional white 
thobes (robes) and cotton hea- 
ddress took to the streets in their 
cars, hooting their horns, waving 
the green national flag and hoi- 
sting pictures of the soccer team. 

Police tried to maintain order 
while staying in tune with the fri- 
endly mood in the biggest outburst 
of soccer fever ever seen in the 
Arabian peninsula kingdom. 

The celebrations surpassed 
those earlier this year when the 
Saudis qualified for the Los Ang- 


eles Olympics, where they failed 
to reach the final rounds but imp- 
ressed many soccer fans wor- 
ldwide with their attractive att- 
acking play. 

Fans pointed out Sunday night 
that the victory came a day after a 
rare heavy rain drenched Riyadh's 
streets, always seen as a good 
omen in Saudi Arabia. 

Saudi fans watched most o£ the 
match ‘live’ on television but the 
rain did not bring them luck when 
the satellite link with Singapore 
broke down five minutes before 
the final whistle. 

They could still hear their jub- 
ilant Saudi commentator, how- 
ever. who described the result as. 
“a gift from God... a fantastic her- 
oic and historic achievement.” 

The Saudi players are sure of a 
tumultuous welcome when they 
return to Riyadh Monday. 

The kingdom’s rulers have 
spent millions of dollars on dev- 
eloping soccer in the early 1970s. 
They like to point out that mod- 
ernistic football stadiums have 
sprouted up where 10 years ago i 
there soccer was in its beginning. 


Visiting Cypriot team, 
Jordan’s Jazeera draw 

AMMAN f.l.T.) — The visiting Cypriot football team. Avagoros drew 
0-0 with Jordan's A1 Jazeera football club at A1 Hussein Youth City 
stadium Sunday afternoon. a 

The guests, who are here at the invitation of a local tourist agency, 
gave a mediocre performance against a determined Jazeera who had 
most of the attacks throughout the match. 

Avagoros had one shot at goal which liil the woodwork in the first 
half and on very few occasions did they threaten the Jazeera goal. 
Jazeera were the better team on the day making swift attacks but luck 
wouldn't come their way. On three occasions the Jordanians came 
close to scoring but were denied by the magnificent efforts of the 
Cypriot goalkeeper. 


Minister meets 
Iraqi ambassador 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister or 
Youth Dr. Hani Khasawneh 
discussed with the Iraqi amb- 
assador in Amman Ibrahim 
Sbuja* Sultan Sunday bilateral < 
youth and sport cooperation 
between the two countries. Dr. 
Khasawneh also received Sun- 
day the Czechoslovakian Cha- 
rge d’AEfaires in Amman Emil 
Hruskky and discussed with 
him cooperation in sport and 
youth between Jordan and Cze- 
choslovakia. 
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British cyclists make 
stop-over in Amman 


Nine British cyclists on their way to India on a charity ride take a breather in Amman. 


Wilander puts Sweden ahead 
in Davis Cup tennis final 


GOTHENBURG. Sweden ( R) — 
Sweden’s Mats Wilander showed 
his mastery of clay court tennis 
here Sunday when he beat Ame- 
rican JimmyConnors6-l. 6-3. 6-3 
in a stormy opening to the Davis 
Cup final. 

Wilander dominated the first 
two sets and. although he faltered 
at times in the third, the result was* 
rarely in doubt. 

Connors was involved in several 
exchanges with the umpire over 
disputed iinc calls. After two ver- 
bal obscenities he was docked a' 
game at a crucial moment, giving 
Wilander a 5-3 lead in the third 
set. 

Wilander. playing before a pac- 
ked home crowd, took full adv- 
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antage against the distressed Con- 
nors and served out for the match 
* to give Sweden a 1 -0 lead over the 
United States. 

In the first set Wilander dro- 
pped his opening service game, 
but swiftly found his form, rattling 
off six games in succession to take 
the set in 42 minutes. 

Connors was warned for abuse 
of equipment after smashing his 
racket into the umpire's chair dur- 
ing the change-over at 4-1. 

Wilander quickly took com- 
mand again in the second set. Ser- 
ving well, he consistently got the 
better of the long baseline exc- 
hanges and showed a surer touch 
on his drop shots. The set eve- 
ntually fell to the Swede 6-3 in 38 
minutes. 

Although the match produced 


some breathtaking tennis from 
both players, Connors never really 
looked, at home on the specially 
built indoor surface. 

After dropping his opening ser- 
vice game to love. Wilander broke 
back immediately and then ran up 
a 3-1 lead. 

But . Connors, despite being 
penalised a point for an “audible 
obscenity,” fought back to 3-3 as, 
for the only time in the match. 
Wiianaer lost some of his fluency. 

But Wilander hung on to hold 
his service and was then handed 
the next game, as Connors was 
penalised for his second obscenity: 

It could not- have come at a 
worse time. Connors left the court 
a desperately unhappy man as the 
Swedes celebrated the start they 
wanted. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished first floor flat consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
reception/dining room, sitting room, 2 bathrooms, kit- 
chen, 2 balconies with central heating and telephone. 

Excellent location in Shmeisani near Holiday Inn. 

Please contact Tel: 666651 


By Sa'ad G. Hatftr 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Nine daring English 
cyclists reached Amman Friday on 
a stop-over after covering 6,000 
kilometres through Europe, Tur- 
key and Syria. The cyclists who set 
oft from London on Aug. 1 6. 1 984 
on a 9000-mile journey to India 
with the aim of reaching their des- 
tination within ten months to raise 
£30.000 for Oxfam: a charity org- 
anisation based in England with 
aims to help Third -World cou- 
ntries. the cyclists told the Jordan 
Times Sunday. 

Twenty nine-year-old Chris 
Mills, JanThompson31 , Christine 
Brown 31, Amanda Han 20. 
Bruce Wilson 36, Richard Gra- 
nger 19. David Hall 27. Nigel 
Maddocks 21 and Christopher 
Redish 24 said that upon leaving 
Jordan they will have to choose 
between cycling through Saudi 
Arabia, “which is impossible”, 
because Saudi embassy would not 
issue transit visas for women in the 
team; or cycling to Aqaba, from 
which they will take a boat to 
Egypt, “which is too expensive” 
(JD 35 each). In the meantime 
they are waiting for a solution 
namely a reduction the price of 
Red Sea crossing. 

The team comprised of 14 cyc- 
lists when they set off. They bearly 
knew each other. One of them had • 
an accident in Dover before lea- 
ving England in which his collar 
bone was broken and he had to 
stay there, two went back when 
reaching Austria, a woman = ot 
married in Turkey and another 
one will join them in Karachi, they 
said. 

Speaking about the journey, 
they said they had passed through’ 
France, Belgium, Germany. Aus- 
tria. Hungary where they sep- 
arated into three groups; the first 
went through Romania, Bulgaria. 
Greece and to Istanbul in Turkey, 
the second group crossed Yug- 
oslavia. Bulgaria. Greece and 
Turkey. The third group headed 
towards Italy. Yugoslavia, Bul- 
garia. Turkey all ending their 
European trek in Istanbul. 

They encountered rough wea- 
thers, sliding roads and most of the 
time they were catching colds and 
Qu because of the unstable wea- 
ther condition. 

In Syria, they said, they had to. 
go back to the Syrian embassy in 


Turkey in order to renew their 
visas for another six months. They 
said that when they applied for the 
visas in England they asked for a 
six month transit visas, but when, 
arriving there they found out that 
their visas were valid only for 
three months, they were delayed 6 
days travelling back to Turkey by 
bus. 

However, tlfey said, things have 
changed entirely since their arrival 
in Jordan. They spent a night in 
Jerash at a Jordanian family’s 
home who took them into shelter 
from the rainy weather’ Thursday 
night. 

Their scheduled journey was 
due to pass through Egypt. Sudan, 
Kenya and from there on board a 
ship to Karachi then India, bat 
they had to change the plans bec- 
ause they thought it is dangerous 
to cycle through the jungles in 
Sudan and the expected lack of 
money if they crossed Africa. 

Speaking about the financial 
support for the adventure, they 
said that they were supporting 
themselves and the expected cost 
of the journey was £1500 each. 

There last stop will be in (Par- 
hod) a hundred miles east of 
Bombay where the money raised 
.by sponsorship in England will be 
donated for Oxfam’s rural health 
project in Pachod which is already 
built, and for training Indian 
women to work as midwives and 
nurses in jhe v illages surrounding 
Pachod. they added. 

The money for the project will 
be raised by means of donating £2 
a day by their friends back at 
-home, and by the time they reach 
.their destiny, it is hoped that they 
would have raised £30.000. 


Krizaj wins 
world slalom 


MADONNA DI CAMPIGLTO. 
Italy (R l — Yugoslavia's Bojan 
Krizaj claimed a World Cup sla- 
lom win Sunday in a tough race 
which saw the resurgence of Swe- 
den s Ingemar Stenmark. 

But there was disappointment 
for Pirmin Zurbriggen of Swi- 
tzerland and Marc Girardelli of 
Austria, leaders in the chase for 
overall supremacy. Both dropped 
out after missing gates. 
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The Amman Marriott welcomes you to a specta- 
cular Dalida Show at the A! Waha Ballroom on 
Friday night December 28th. A superb gala dinner 
will be served during the Show. 
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Call us now at 660100 
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FOR RENT 

Unfurnished villa at 7th Circle, Jabal Amman con- 

• 

DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 

sisting of: 


RENT 

3 bedrooms 



2 bathrooms 


Three bedrooms, salon. and dining room two bat- 

1 large lounge and dining room 


hrooms and kitchen. 

1 large kitchen 


Third floor with lift. 

TV room 


Location: Jabal Amman 

Please contact Mr. Lee Pinfold to view. Tel: 818351/ 


Telephone installed 

2/3 


Enquiries, please telephone: 23113 and 36032. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Two bedrooms. Ground floor with garden, garage and 
telephone. 

3rd Circle/Jabal Amman 
Tel. (44850) 


FOR RENT 

First class, centrally heated, 3 bedroom apartment. 
Jabal Amman area, Second Circle. 

Rent 2,500 annually. 

Tel: 21683 - from 12 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 





FOR RENT 

Furnished two-bedroomed apartment with sitting and 
dining room. Separate central heating. 

Location: Shmeisani 
Tel: 664973 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Shmeisani. Al-Gharbi, near Gardens Restaurant. 

Call: Mr. Faisal - Tel: 671554 
or 665165 




- 


The National 

Tourism LONDON 
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London as- you- please. 
London highlights. 


7 days from Jb 265 
10 days from JD 285 


"From 4th January 1985 and every Friday” 

Price includes; Return air ticket 
(Amman - London - Amman) 

* Accommodation in Royal National Hotel with English 
breakfast. 

* Facilities and programmes. 

Call National Tourism for details 
Phone: 22993 / 28465 - Amman 
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SECOND EXHIBITION OF COSMETICS 
PERFUMES 

In Jordan. Intercontinental Hotel 

between 21.-24 December 1984 
Exhibition hours 9 a,m. - 1:30 n m 
3.30 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

OPEN INVITATION 


AND 
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Economy 

Ministers 
of EC 


BRUSSELS (R) — European 
Community (EC) industry min- 
isters meet Monday to discuss 
whether loss-making steel firms 
should get operating subsidies 
after Dec. 31. 

West Germany, the Net- 
herlands and Denmark oppose 
demands by other Community sta- 
tes to extend by 12 months the 
end-1984 deadline for finishing 
this assistance, diplomats said. 

Italy, France, Belgium and 
Luxembourg are seeking not only 
to extend the time limit but also to 
increase the actual subsidy amo- 
unts which their steelmakers can 
receive from public funds. 

The Community’s commission 
is backing an extension of ope- 
rating subsidies in order to smo- 
olhe the way for companies to 



discuss future 
industry today 


complete major restructuring 
programmes aimed at eliminating 
overcapacity and achieving via- 
bility by i he end of nexr year. 

The only subsidies currently 
authorised for the group’s steel 
industry next year are investment 
aids rather than money to ove- 
rcome firms' cash flow problems. 

West Germany fears any ext- 
ension of operating subsidies 
could endanger the subsequent 
deadline of end- 1 98 5 tor winding 
up all assistance, including that for 
new plant investment. 

It believes firms benefining 
from an extension of operating 
subsidies should be required to 
make additional cuts in their ste- 
elmaking capacity. 

This idea has been opposed by 


competition commissioner Mr. 
Frans Andriessen, who has said 
reductions in Lonnage capacity are 
aimed at restoring viability, and 
extra cuts should not be dem- 
anded merely because a Ann's 
subsidies are extended. 

Diplomats said Monday’s talks 
might not reach agreement on the 
subsidy extension plan. Such an 
accord’ would have to be una- 
nimous and bard bargaining by the 
West Germans could force the 
issue to be debated again in the 
new year after the deadline exp- 
ires. they said. 

The Community’s emergency 
plan for steel, due to be wound up 
at the end of next year, includes 
compulsory production quotas 
and a system of minimum prices. 


Officials fear new debt problems 
if world economic growth founders 


WASHINGTON (R) — Foreign 
debt problems that once thr- 
eatened the world’s financial sta- 
bility have eased but there could 
be a fresh crisis if world economic 
expansion founders, Reagan adm- 
inistration officials said Saturday. 

With this month’s agreement 
between Argentina and foreign 
creditor banks, the last of the big 
Latin American debtor nations 
has grudgingly accepted the tough 
conditions imposed on it by Wes- 
tern creditors. 

Several officials here expressed 
optimism that the worst of the cri- 
sis had passed. 

They agree that much of the 
progress could be undone if the 
European and Japanese eco-- 
nornies fail to pick up steam. 

Economic expansion in these 
countries is needed to compensate 
for a slowdown in the United Sta- 
tes and help sustain demand fd 
exports from debtor countries. 

Some administration officials 
said they doubted whether Eur- 
ope and Japan could pick up the 
slack. 

They said the United States 
absorbed 85 per cent of the inc- 
rease in Latin American exports in 
1984, enabling those countries to 
service between 5350 billion and 
$400 billion of foreign debt. 

A senior treasury official said 
the U.S. slowdown was temporary 


and should cause no severe pro- 
blems. but it could have serious 
effects on the debt situation if it 
turned into a recession. 

“The question is whether Eur- 
ope and japan will grow and give 
us room to slow,” an adm- 
inistration aide said. 

Other officials say ihe con- 
ditions imposed on the debtors by 
their creditors, acting through the 
International Monetary Fund, are 
unlikely to work again in a new 
crisis. 

Officials fear that the debtors 
would reject more austerity mea- 
sures. 

Mexico is seeking polirical talks 
between Latin American debtor 
countries and leading Western 
creditor countries. 

“At the heart of their concerns 
are the very substantial social pre- 
ssures they have to deal with." one 
official said. 

Mexico’s brush with bankruptcy' 
in 1982 set off the debt crisis but 
its economic reforms are the most 
advanced of any in Latin America. 

That makes its demand for dia- 
logue more difficulr to ignore than 
if it came from Argentina, whose 
ability to adopt austerity is still in 
question. 

A senior treasury official told 
Reuters the department was res- 
isting the proposal for political 


talks. 

The present U.S. strategy is to 
encourage debtor countries that 
have shown economic imp- 
rovement to reach agreements 
with creditor banks spreading 
debt repayments over several 
years. 

Mexico paved the way with an 
agreement stretching repayment 
of about $48 billion over 14 years 
with interest 1-Vs per cent above 
interbank rates. 

Venezuela followed and Brazil, 
whose foreign debt amounts to 
more than $ 1 00 billion, is engaged 
in talks with creditor banks on res- 
cheduling almost 550 billion. 

Argentina this month agreed to 
a S20 billion refinancing package 
that will last until the end of 1985, 

A senior monetary official said 
the fact that talks with the large 
Latin American debtors were in 
progress or concluded meant “in 
one sense, we are out of the imm- 
ediate liquidity crisis.” 

Another cautioned: “The debt 
crisis is not behind us, the debtors 
need to maintain good debt ser- 
vicing.” 

A wave of mini-crises seems 
likely next year as bankers and off- 
icials turn their attention to the 
smaller debtors countries such as 
Peru. Chile, Bolivia, Colombia 
and Ecuador. 


Mexico continues to curb oil exports 


KUWAIT (R) — Mexico’s nat- 
ural resources minister said Sat- 
urday his country continued to 
curb vital crude oil sales in support 
of an OPEC agreement to prop up 
world prices through output cuts, 
despite OPEC acknowledgement 
that its members have cheated on 
their own pact. 

Mexico, heavily indebted and 
strapped for foreign revenue, is a 
leading oil exporter but does not 
belong to the Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). 

But it agreed in October to a 
request by OPEC to trim oil sales 
to support an OPEC accord sla- 
shing group production by 1.5 mil- 
lion barrels per day (b/d), to 16 


million b/d, to try shore up oil pri- 
ces. 

The Mexican minister, Mr. Fra- 
ncisco Labastida, said Saturday 
Mexico's exports would average 
1.44 million b/d through Nov- 
ember and December, after ave- 
raging 1.54 million b/d in the first 
10 months of the year. 

Production was running at aro- 
und 1.7 million b/d, he told rep- 
oners here. 

Mr. Labastida, approached 
after he met Kuwaiti Oil Minister 
All Al Khalifa Al Sabah, refused 
to answer questions beyond det- 
ailing Mexico's production and 
export levels. 

In a brief statement, however, 
he commended Kuwait and Saudi 


Arabia, which he visited before 
coming here Friday night, for their 
“exemplary" attitude and "the 
careful way they have been int- 
ervening in world oil markets.” 

Saudi Arabia's oil Minister 
Ahmad Zaki Yamani said late last 
month that the kingdom. OPECs 
leading producer, and Kuwait 
were producing well below their 
quotas to help offset over- 
production by members who had 
ignored their new limits. 

One week ago he conceded that 
some OPEC members, whom he 
did not name, were exceeding the 
lower quotas agreed in October, 
and said OPEC output was up to 
500,000 b/d above the new limit. 


Saudi 

imports 

decline 


BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia's 
imports dropped 11 .2 per cent in 
the first half of this year compared 
with the same 1983 period, to 
63.28 billion riyals ($17.78 bil- 
lion), according to official figures 
released Saturday. 

The official Saudi Press Age- 
ncy. quoting an official report, 
said the decline was partly due to 
lower prices for some imports, but 
also because of higher domestic 
production of other products. 

Japan was Saudi Arabia's big- 
gest supplier, accounting for 12.29 
billion riyals (53.45 billion) of the 
total, followed by the United Sta- 
tes at 10.61 billion (S2.98 bil- 
lion). 

Imports from West Germany 
totalled 5.61 billion riyals (SI. 6 
billion), from France 5.01 billion 
(51.41 billion) and from Britain 
3.61 billion riyals ($1.01 billion). 

The report said imports of 
trucks and other vehicles fell by 
18.5 per cent and those of fur- 
niture and clothing by 7.9 per 
cent, while imports of foodstuffs 
rose by 22.7 per cent. 

Firm signs $600m 
accord 

The Saudi Arabian Basic Ind- 
ustries Corporation (SABIC) 
Sunday signed a 5600 million agr- 
eement with Arab, Italian and 
Finnish companies for the con- 
struction of a Saudi- European 
petrochemical plant in Jubai] on 
Saudi Arabia's eastern coast. 

The agreement was signed by 
Saudi minister of industry and ele- 
ctrical power Sheikh Abdul Aziz 
Abdullah Al Zamel, who is also 
chairman of SABIC, and rep- 
resentatives from the other three 
partners, the Arab Petroleum 
Investment Corporation (Api- 
corp), Enichem of Italy and Neste 
Oy of Finland. 

Under the agreement, SABIC 
will own 70 per cent of the shares 
of the European- Saudi company 
while the other three partners will 
get 10 per cent each. 

Sheikh Zamel told reporters 
that the company's capital will be 
30 per cent of ine project's total 
cost. 

He said the project would take 
three years but did not mention 
when it was due to start. 

The plant is expected to pro- 
duce 50,000 . tonnes annually of 
Methyl Tertiary Butyl Ether 
(MTBE), 125,000 tonnes of but- 
adienne/ and 80,000 tonnes of 
butane-one using locally- 
produced feedstock. 


IDB gives 
Oman $14m, 
Algeria $35m 

JEDDAH (R) — The Jeddah- 
based Islamic Development Bank 
(IDB) said Sunday it will provide 
Oman with $14 million to finance 
a gas project and Algeria with 535 
million for the purchase of ind- 
ustrial goods. 


GATT blames slow world recovery on 
rising unpredictability, protectionism 


GENEVA (R) — Growing unpredictability of trade 
policy amid rising protectionism is at the root of the 
world economy’s weak response to the boom in the 
United States, the 90-nation trade body GATT said 
Monday. 


GATT (the General Agr- 
eement on Tariffs and Trade) 
warned in its annual report on int- 
ernational trade that increasing 
uncertainty could stifle inv- 
estment and economic activity. 

“Where trade policy discipline 
deteriorates to a point at which 
protection becomes easily ava- 
ilable to almost any industry any- 
where, it would be clearly imp- 
rudent to invest,” it said. 

In past recoveries, an initial rise 
in U.S. imports has sparked act- 
ivity from country to country, fue- 
lling the growth of world trade and 
investment in a mutually rei- 
nforcing process. 

“Little of this is observable to 
date,” the 220-page report said. 
The commonly dted problem of 
high interest rates was only a 


minor part of the picture.. 

“A determined effort of the 
major countries to roll back pro- 
tectionist forces could support and 
prolong the recovery,” it said. 
"Long-term business confidence 
has still to be restored.” 

In Western Europe and North 
America, market access had been 
tightened further throughout 
1983 in sectors such as steel, agr- 
iculture, consumer electronics, 
automobiles and textiles. 

Trans-Atlantic frictions had 
intensified while pending anti- 
dumping cases had added sig- 
nificantly to uncertainty, GATT 
said. 

“Sooner or later, the results 
depress overall economic per- 
formance and circumscribe the 
potential growth of trade,” it 


Turkish decrees relax 
controls on lira, gold 

ANKARA (R) ■ — Turkey will allow the lira to be used to pay for 
certain expons and permit gold trading, the semi-official Anatolian 
News Agency reponed Saturday. 

Quoting decrees published in the official gazette, it said the gov- 
ernment undersecretariat for foreign trade and treasury will be aut- 
horised from Jan. 1 to determine products and destinations for which 
exports could be paid for in lira, one decree, said. 

Strict controls on use of the lira were eased at the beginning of this 
year when banks were permitted to deal in foreign currencies, alt- 
hough the lira could not be received in payment for exports. 

Another decree said the central bank's Istanbul foreign exchange' 
branch would start gold bullion dealing from an unspecified date. 

An unauthorised market flourishes at present among jewellers in 
Istanbul's covered bazaar. 

Dealing will be in bars stamped to international standards. Buying 
and selling rates will be announced daily, the decree said. 

Non-standard ingots of 1 4 carats and at least 500 grammes will be 
bought after checking by the Turkish Mint and Assay Office, the 
decree said. 


Coal chief rejects new 
talks with British miners 

LONDON (R) — The head of Britain's state-owned coal industry 
said Saturday night there could be no peace talks on a nine- 
month-old strike unless the miners changed their stance. 

National Coal Board Chairman Ian MacGregor was responding to 
the vice-president of the National Union of Mineworkers, Mr. Mick 
McGahey, who said earlier Saturday miners' leaders were available 
for talks at all times. 

The last roundof negptiatiaxvsoyer the strike, whose central issue 
is pirclosures. brok^town on Oct. 3l. 

The miners demand that phs which the board says are uneconomic 
should stay open. 

Mr. MacGregor said in a statement: “I do not see how there can be 
further talks between the National Coal Board and the National 
Union of Mineworkers until union leaders move from the totally 
rigid position they have constantly maintained since last March.” 

He said more than 69,000 members of the union — 37 per cent of 
the membership — were no longer on strike. 

Mr. McGahey also said Saturday in Edinburgh, Scotland, that 
some British trade union leaders should be shamed by backing given 
by workers in other countries to the strike. 

Referring to a promise of total support by the 10-million-strong 
Trades Union Congress last September, he asked: “What is wrong 
with them? Why are they not supporting us?" 

He told a rally that if more backing had been forthcoming, "we 
would be biting much harder into the British economy than we are, 
and this strike would have been over and settled in the interests of the 
miners and the interests of the people of this country.” 

Two lorry-loads of toys for 8,000 children of Scottish miners were 
handed over to Mr. McGahey by French trades unionists at the rally. 
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'The secret to great bowling is, pretend the 
headpin is someone you owe a lot of 
money to." 


Peanuts 


IF TOUR MD 60T MARRIED 
I AGAIN.5JR, YOU'D HAVE A 
, MOTHER WAITING FOR YOU I 
AT HOME, AND WOULDN'T I 
NEED A LATCHKEY... 


OF COURSE, 5HE MIGHT 
TURN OUT TO BE A 
U1ICKED STEPMOTHER 
LIKE IN ALL THE BOOKS 




MAYBE SHE D LEAVE YOU 
IN THE WOODS, AND YOU'D 
HAVE TO FOLLOW BREAD 
CRUMBS TO FIND TOUR 
WAY HOME- 

at 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Sob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles. 
*- r : _ one letter to each square, lo form 


tour orduiary words. 
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HE'S THE MOST /M- 
I PORTANTMAN IN THE 
RIMS BECAUSE HE'S 
THE ONLY OWE — 

Now arrange lha cWed totters to 
(arm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. ■ 


Print answer here: nil [III 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles FAVOR PLUSH DEFAME BUSILY 
Answer: Held up in bad weal her - AN UMBRELLA 
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added. 

With little to buttress investors' 
confidence, the effects were par- 
ticularly felt in heavity-indebred 
developing countries. 

“At the prevailing level of real 
rates of interest, their difficulties 
must increase unless they can ach- 
ieve a higher degree of economic 
efficiency," GATT said. 

But with insecure access to exp- 
ort markets, the incentive to invest 
more strongly in possible exports 
was weak, it added. 

Latin American debtors res- 
ponded by curtailing imports rat- 
her than by expanding exports, 
bringing last year's total down by a 
quarter from the 1981 peak to 
SI 50 billion. 

Although data for 1984 was 
scarce, most striking was that this 
process appeared to be coming to 
an end, it added. 

“ Countries such as Brazil, Mex- 
ico, South Korea or Turkey are 
currently experiencing a rapid 
growth of their export earnings, 
brightening investment pro- 
spects.” The report gave no fig- 
ures. 

Against the overall backdrop of 
eroding trade discipline and pro- 
life raring conflicts, strict app- 
lication of non-discriminatory pol- 
icies was the only way to str- 


engthen the multilateral trading 
system, it added. 

“Protection could never have 
risen to its present levels if it had 
not been possible for governments 
to implement protective measures 
in a discriminatory way," GATT 
continued. 

On calls by several countries, 
led by the U.S., for new trade neg- 
otiations following the 1973/79 
Tokyo round, the report sug- 
gested that “one general neg- 
otiation” might suffice. 

“It might be possible to trade 
off national concessions on par- 
ticular issues and thus to arrive at a 
“balanced package," which, while 
not containing ideal solutions, 
would stiO be an improvement on 
the status quo.” It did not ela- 
borate. 

The report noted that the rec- 
overy in the U.S. and other ind- 
ustrialised nations was marked by 
a shift towards service industries, 
such as banking, insurance and 
telecommunications. 

“In the United States the net 
gain of jobs (in 1983) is entirely 
due to employment expansion in 
services,” it said. 

Last month GATT's con- 
tracting parties yielded to U.S. 
pressure to bring the 5500 billion 
annual trade in services into the 
agreement's framework. 





from the Carroll Righter Institute 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY, DEC. 17, 1984 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: SL&ri the week on a con- 
structive note by finding out what the persons to whom 
you are most attached, or have the most contact with, 
desire of you and then come to a meeting of the minds. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Plan how to have more 
concord with those around you so that you have greater 
cooperation in the future. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) You like to have things 
go your own way and this is a day to convince others 
easily by smiling more than usual. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Fill your spare time 
with recreation that you like and tonight can be especial- 
ly pleasurable for you. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to Jul. 21) As the day 
begins, remember any promises you have made to kin 
and keep them now. Then tackle outside work. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Showing partners that you 
cooperate and are conscientious can bring good results 
today. Stop dreaming and be more active. 

VIRGO (Aug, 22 to Sept. 22) Go to experts in finan- 
cial affairs and .work out a plan that will add to your 
present abundance. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Instead of thinking so 
much of others today, be good to yourself and go after 
what you want the most. Accept any invitations. 

SCORPIO (OcL 23 to Nov. 21) Set up a new course 
of action that will gain you more favor from regular con- 
tacts. Start a whole new regime. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Handle only 
business affairs that are important and then go after 
your personal longings and gain them. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Study whatever 
comes into view and thereby you can get ahead in the 
business world and improve your image. 

. AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) If you plan a trip 
with a fine friend you can benefit greatly in the future. 
New contacts made today can become firm friends later. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mai-. 20) You find it easy now to 
gain the assistance of those who comprehend your needs 
and desires. Organize business matters wisely. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she is 
naturally tactful, diplomatic and subtle, so slant the 
education along lines of a profession that requires just 
-such qualities, and be sure to send to the right college 
that will also give needed prestige. One who could also 
be a fine peacemaker. Be sure that diet is good. 


THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. Fllegner 


ACROSS 
1 Stare stupidly 
5 Shaw’s Barbara 
10 October 
Mrthstone ■ 

14 Excited 

15 Wing-ehapad 

16 Fr. roast 

17 Uppity ora 

18 Lobo 

20 Secreted 

21 Useadlrfc 

22 Awesome 

23 Pull - (use 
influence) 

25 Dickens child 
27 Dostoyevsky 
29 Put to Right 

33 Concerning 

34 Enter 

36 Knife in 55 D 

37 DeiEbes opera 

39 Pension lay- 
away acronym 

40 Chicken- 
hearted 

42 Shoshonean 

43 Smell bump 

46 Wind Instrument 

47 Zenith 

48 Gem bases 

51 Cogitate 

52 Qer. engraver 

53 — Tuck 

56 Muffin stuffin' 

57 Sweet potato 
60 Turtle 

83 Hack 
64 Everybody In 

Berlin 

85 Comic Marx 

66 Heraldic fillet 

67 Asset 

68 Mink's cousin 
SB Genesis locale 

DOWN 

1 Deep cut 

2 Hindu fire god 

3 Carpenter 

4 USSR secret 
service 

5 is ot eon. 
sequenos 

6 Pseudonym 

7 Door part 

8 Sphere 
8 Whiskey 
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10 Creator of 
Big Brother 

11 Low rating 

12 King of Huns 

13 Existence 

19 Soften 

21 Hit sign 

24 Footnote word 

25 Katmandu Is 
hs capital 

26 Roof ornament 

27 Three tOBce pert 

28 MSttmaByaWn 

29 TV (are 

30 Market for 3D 

31 TA or George 

32 Ranch trace. 
Honors 

35 Basin or wave 

36 Suiter 

41 Daughter of 
Eurytus 

44 Wildcatter's 
quest 

45 GuyaquETs 
land 

48 Radar blips 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 



50 Subject Of a 58 Wheel shaft 

Keatsianode 59 Ccunlr.-.nc.' 

52 Curtain s" Cr. !c. s- 

53 Wing part 62 — tficl. u: 

54 Wad of bitto hockey 

55 Icehubvar. 63 Start of nail 

56 Corny or Parks or hold 


i 


« 














One fifth of lethal gas neutralised 


Fear eases a little in 
Indian disaster city 


BHOPAL, India (R) — The fear that has 
gripped the central Indian city of Bhopal for 
two weeks eased a little Sunday as almost a 
fifth of the gas which killed more than 2,500 
people was neutralised. 


Srinivasan Varadarajan, dir- 
ector general of the Council for 
Scientific and Industrial Research 
and in charge of the conversion of 
the methyl isocyanate (MIC) gas, 
told a press conference three ton- 
nes of the gas were converted into 
pesticide Sunday. 

“There'is even less risk now of 
any unexpected reaction than we 
had thought yesterday," he said. 

The conversion was supervised 
by 200 scientists, technicians and 
employees of Union Carbide, the 
U.S. firm whose Indian subsidiaty 
owns the plant from which the kil- 
ler fumes escaped on Dec. 3. 

Outside, firemen continuously 
sprayed water on sacking hung 
round the factory fence. 

Mr. Varadarajan said another' 
1 .2 tonnes of MIC had been found 
in sir stainless steel drums and this 
would also have to be neutralised. 
The operation would resume at 
0830 (0300 GMT) Monday and' 
the job should be completed wit- 
hin about four days, he added. 

About 45 engineers, scientists 
and technicians were inside the 
plant to implement and supervise 
the neutralisation process. A spo- 
kesman said he was in the plant" s- 
control room and saw no Ame- 
rican scientists but could not say if 
U.S. employees of Union Carbide 


were involved in the operation. 

The process began at 10.18 
a.m., more than one hour late, 
when Arjun Singh, chief minister 
of Madhya Pradesh state, of which 
Bhopal is the capital, was delayed 
in arriving at the plant 

Armed police and paramilitary 
troops threw a cordon round the 
factory as helicopters circled ove- 
rhead throwing a curtain of water, 
over the plant. 

In the morning, police used 
baton charges to keep back a 
crowd of about 500. including 60 
demonstrators shouting “down 
with (U.S. President Ronald) 
Reagan and the CIA", when they 
moved to within 50 metres of the 
plant 

The demonstrators told rep- 
orters they were protesting against 
alleged American involvement in 
the tragedy. 

But most of the crowd were sig- 
htseers. police told Reuters. 

By mid-afternoon, the crowd 
had dispersed and many of the pol- 
ice on duty were sleeping under 
trees, while children played in 
water drawn from fire trucks lin- 
ing the street. 

Shops near the factory rem- 
ained closed and the streets were 
deserted except for occasional cyc- 
lists and other vehicles. 


U.S. to keep lid on details 
of renewed arms talks 


WASHINGTON- (Agencies! — 
The United States is preparing for 
its upcoming talks with the Soviet 
Union in extraordinary . secrecy 
to prevent leaks that would tip the 
Soviets to weaknesses in U.S.' 
negotiating positions and to pre-' 
vent damaging rhetoric between 
the two superpowers, a White 
House official said Saturday. 

The official, speaking only on 
condition he not be identified by 
name, said the administration 
does not expect the talks next 
month in Geneva between sec- 
retary of state George Shultz and 
Soviet Foreign Minister Andrei 
Gromyko to produce concrete 
results. 

But he added U.S. officials hope 
the discussions will mark the beg- 
inning of “long, hard bargaining 
leading ro a more stable relations" 
between the two superpowers. 

“We believe experience has 
shown that private and candid dis- 
cussions with the Soviets produce 
the best results and as far as we're 


concerned we’re going to maintain 
that confidentiality, including at 
Geneva and afterwards.” the off- 
icial said. 

“We don’t expect to breach the 
confidentiality of the discussions if 
we are hoping to make progress 
over time," said the official, add- 
ing: “It will be hard bargaining 
and we're in for the long haul.” 

He said President Reagan was 
consulting a senior arms control 
group two to three times a week to 
prepare for the talks. 

He said that during a stay by 
British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher at the Camp David pre- 
sidential retreat next Saturday, 
Mr. Reagan would be very int- 
erested in her views on Soviet thi- 
nking and would give her further 
insight into U.S. preparation for 
the talks. 

Mrs. Thatcher embarked this 
weekend on a round of int- 
ernational contacts. involving dis- 
cussions with key Soviet and Chi- 
nese leaders. 
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North-South vulnerable. 
West deals. 

NORTH 

♦ K94 
TQ53 
0 K952 

♦ A43 

WEST EAST 
+ QJ105 487632 

S’ A J 104 <79876 

0 83 0 Void 

+ KJ7 +10986 

SOUTH 

♦ A 
■7K2 

0 AQJ10764 
+ QS2 
The bidding: 

West North East Sooth 

1 + Dble 4 ♦ 6 0 

Dble Pus Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of + . 

The late Gen. Alfred 

Gruenther was probably the 
most accomplished bridge 
player to come out of the 
military service. He was so 
well known as a tournament 
director that many tended to 
forget his skill as a player. 
This is our favorite example 
of his ability. “The Brain,” as 
he was known, sat South. 

North dredged up a 
takeout double of East's one 
spade opening and East took 
advantage of the vulnerabi]-' 
ity to preempt the bidding to 
an uncomfortable level. That 
might have disturbed some, 
but Gen. Gruenther. in his 
usual straightforward man- 
ner, leaped to six diamonds. 
West's double was to tell the 
world that no one bids a slam- 
after he opens, the bidding 
and gets away unscathed. 

West led the queen of 
spades and. when dummy 


FORKED BY MORTON 


came down, declarer did not 
like his chances. With the 
king of clubs marked in the 
West hand, it seemed that 
declarer had to lose a heart 
and a club. But The Brain had 
made a reputation deploy- 
ing his forces to best advan- 
tage, and he made no 
mistake. • 

Declarer won the ace of 
spades, and then led a low 
heart from his hand toward 
the queen on the table. If 
West rose with the ace, 
declarer would be able to get 
rid of two clubs— one on the 
king of spades and the other 
on the queen of hearts— so 
West ducked perforce. Dum- 
my's queen won, and declarer 
staffed his king of hearts on. 
the king of spades. This play 
is known to the trade as a 
"Morton’s Fork Coup.” 

But that was only part of 
the problem. Now declarer 
had to worry about two possi- 
ble club losers. He solved 
that problem as adeptly. 
After ruffing a heart high, he 
led a trump to the nine and 
ruffed another heart high. He 
then crossed back to the 
table with the king of trumps 
and led the nine of spades. 
When East did not, or could 
not, cover, declarer did not 
ruff. Instead he discarded a 
losing club. 

West won the ten of clubs, 
but he was faced with losing 
propositions. A club return 
would run to declarer's 
queen, and a major suit 
would permit declarer to ruff 
on the board while pitching 
his last club loser from hand. 
Either way, South's battle 
was won. 


By midday cars. trucks, bicycles 
*and rickshaws were back on city 
streets de$enqd since Saturday 
night. 

However shortly before the 
operation started there were still 
queues at bus and raO stations as 
residents joined a panic exodu? 
which has sent one quarter of the 
city of 70,000 people fleeing over 
the past few days’ ' 

Residents lold Reuters they 
were more relaxed Sunday after 
the operation began without mis- 
hap, but one scooter driver wore a 
red helmet, dark glasses and a 
World War 12 gas mask. 

The Press Trust of India (FIT) 
said the state high court in Jab- 
alpur has ordered that 15 kg of 
MIC be preserved for exa- 
mination by the government 
commission of inquiry into the 
leak. It also ordered the pipe key 



GORBACHEV MEETS THATCHER:' premier’s country residence. Chequers, Sunday 
Soviet politburo member Mikhail Gorbachev meets (AP wirephoto) 

British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher at the' 


India deploys navy to protect fishermen 


NEW DELHI (R) — The Indian 
navy has been called out to protect 
trawlers fisbing near the Sri Lan- 
kan coast after charges that tehy 


India. 

The latest row was triggered by 


the guerrillas. 

The government is examining 


■in the tank which leaked be kept- w *re attacked by Colombo’s sec- 
intact after the MIC was used up. urity forces, the Press Trust of 


a guerrilla offensive in which nea-. the. possibility of hiring retired 
.rly 400 people have been killed in Gurkha soldiers to guard strategic 


The court would not allow the 
.factory to continue operating after 
the neutralisation, PTI added. 

Mr. Singh, when asked about 
the future of the Union Carbide 
plant, said: “It should be per- 
manently removed from here. It 
should be closed permanently.” 

Mr. Singh told reporters be and 
his wife would remain in the fac- 
tory throughout the operation to 
neutralise the chemical. 

' Accountant R.C. Matta told 
Reuters his family was not afraid 
of a new gas leak — “we have 
plenty of water. Only people who 
saw friends die are in panic and 
fleeing.” 

New 

Belizean 

leader 

urges more 

foreign 

investments 

BELIZE CITY (R) — Belizean 
Prime Minister designate Manuel 
Esquivel has pledged to open up 
his sparsely-populated country to 
f' -ign investors and called for 1 
v t economic ties with the Uni- 
ted States. 

“We will puiuse a very agg- 
ressive policy of seeking foreign 
investment,” Mr. Esquivel told his 
first press conference since his 
conservative United Democratic 
Party (UDP) won a landslide vic- 
tory in elections here on Friday, 
the first since Belize became ind- 
ependent from Britain in 1981. 

Taking 21 of 28 seats in the Bel- 
ize' legislature. Mr. Esquivel's 
UDP inflicted a crushing defeat 
on the People’s United Party 
(PUP) of Prime Minister George 
Price, who bad dominated Bel- 
izean political life for more than 
30 -years. 

“This was the end of an era, the 
beginning of Price-less Belize,” 
one wesrern-diplomat remarked 
in a-word-play on the prime min- 
ister’s name. 

Many Belizeans saw the poll as 
a contest of personalities rather 
than of issues. Mr. Esquivel made 
clear he had no intention of int- 
roducing profound changes that 
would alter the status of Belize. 

After the former colony of Bri- 
tish 1 Honduras became ind- 
ependent on Sept. 21, 1981, Bri- 
tain left a 1. 800-strong military 
garrison- here to deter Gua- 
temala’s military rulers from sea-, 
ding troops across the border to 
enforce the century-old claim. 


India (PTT) said Sunday. 

The news agency quoted S. 
Gurumurthy. district collector of 
Ramanathapuram on the sou- 
thern tip of India, as saying one 
1 navy boat had already arrived and 
was patrolling the area. 


the last month. 

Sri Lankan Prime Minister 
Ranasinghe Premadasa Saturday 


installations from guerrilla att- 
acks, the sources said. 

They said if the Gurkhas were 


accused India of interfereing in Sri hired they would do only guard 


Lanka's internal affairs and pre- 
venting a solution to the island’s 
ethnic unrest. 

Meanwhile official sources said, 
Sunday the government has dis- 


Mr. Gurumurthy said about six covered a plot by separatist gue- 
more navy boats were on their way ‘rrillas to kidnap Sri Lanka’s nat- 
to the narrow Palk Strait which ional Security Minister Lalith 
separates the two countries. Athulathmudali. 

In a series of bitter exchanges The kidnap plot was revealed by 

last week Prime Minister Rajiv captured guerrillas durin g int- 
Gandhi accused Colombo of an- errogation, the sources said, 
acks on Indian trawlers and ind- They gave no further details but 

iscriminate killings in Sri l a nka by the Island newspaper said the gue- 
security forces. ■ rrillas planned to abduct the min- 


India has repeatedly denied Sri ■ ister on the eve of last Friday’s 
Lanka's changes that Tamil sep- all-party conference on ethnic 


aratist guerrillas fighting for an 
independent nation in northern 
Sri Lanlra are trained in South 


unrest. 

Mr. Athulathmudali is in charge 
•of security operations to combat 


duty and would not take part in 
combat operations. 

Gurkhas are Nepalese soldiers 
renowned for their courage and 
endurance. 

Tamil guerrillas have attempted 
to attack some key installations in 
the past few months. 

Their targets included an oil 
pipeline in Colombo and a tra- 
nsmitting station of the state tel- 
evision system in the central hills. 

President Junius Jayewardene 
said Saturday he was prepared to 
hold a. referendum or a general 
election to test public opinion on 
bis proposals to ease tension bet- 
ween Tamils and majority Sin- 
halese. 


Gonzalez 
wins party 
support for 
NATO and 
economic 
policies 

4 

MADRID (R) — Spanish Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez has per- 
suaded his tiding Socialist party at 
its national congress to drop its 
opposition -to Spanish mem- 
bership of the North Atlantic Tre- 
aty Organisation (NATO). 

Mr. Gonzalez also won com- 
fortable backing from the del- 
egates for his free market eco- 
nomic policies. 

A resolution upholding gov- 
ernment economic policy was 
.approved early Sunday by 325 
votes to 41 at the end of a mar- 
athon session. 

The four-day congress, which 
was to end later Sunday, has ear- 
lier approved a main resolution 
which left the government a free 
hand to keep Spain within NATO 
by 412 votes with 126. against and 
42 abstentions. 

' On Saturday, the 769 delegates 
approved a resolution tabled by 
the Spanish Socialist Workers' 
Party (PSOE) leadership to drop 
the party’s opposition to Spain's 
membership of NATO, the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation. 

A majority of Spaniards want 
to leave NATO, according to opi- j 

nion polls, and the Socialists rem- 
ain committed to holding a ref- 
erendum on membership in 1986. 

But the congress backed Mr. 
Gonzalez* plan to campaign for a 
vote against withdrawal. 

Delegates defeated three res- 
olutions calling for, Spanish neu- 
trality, a campaign for an anti- 
NATO vote in the referendum 
and the withdrawal of U.S. forces 
stationed in Spain. 


Papandreou: U.S. wants 
control over the world 


ATHENS (R) — Greek Prime 
Minister Andreas Papandreou has 
said the United States wanted to 
impose itself militarily, eco- 
nomically and politically all over 
the world. ’ 

“President Reagan’s tri- 
umphant re-election ... reaffirms 
America’ s insistence on imposing 
qnd extending its militaty, eco- 
nomic and political power in all 
the world,” the Socialist leader 
told officials of his party. 

He said the United States see- 
med to be preparing to test the 
limits of the economic and nat- 
ional endurance of some cou- 
ntries. 

Although he did not name the . 
countries, he urged the party off- 


icials to educate the Greek people 
on the need to preserve their cou- 
ntry’s independence. 

“For every disobedient state, 
for every independent and sov- 
ereign policy, a confrontation is 
being prepared.” he said. 

While welcoming next month’s 
planned meeting between the U.S. 
and Soviet foreign ministers Mr. 
Papandreou said that “there are 
no tangible indications on the hor- 
izon of a real about-turn aimed at 
detente and disarmament.” 

The U.S. government has cri- 
ticised Mr. Papandreou for bac- 
king some Soviet positions on dis- 
armament and pursuing a non- 
nuclear Balkans, an idea which 
Washington opposes. 


El Salvador army rejects 
guerrillas’ call for truce 

SAN SALVADOR (R) — The ran tee security throughout the 
head of El Salvador s army has country over the holiday period, 
rejected a Christmas truce pro- It was Mr. Duarte's first com- 
posed by left-wing guerrillas and znent since guerrillas called the 
President Jose Napoleon Duarte mice last Tuesday, 
said he would order the armed The rebels' Farabundo Marti 
forces to guarantee security over Liberation Front (FMLN) ann- 


the holidays. 

“We do not have to follow a 
truce which does not come from 


ounced the unilateral truce for 
three days at Christmas and three 
more over the New Year. It ple- 


our armed forces.” army Chief of dged to fight only if attacked by 


Staff Colonel Adolfo Blandon 
told reuters at a m ill tary ceremony 
in the northern village of La 
Palma. 


the anny. regardless of the gov- 
ernments response. 

Military sources said many off- 
icers felt observing the call would 


President Duarte told reporters be tantamount to recognising the 
at a separate ceremony the truce rebels' claims to control several 
call was positive but that he would * parts of the country and to con- 
order the armed forces to gua- stitute a rival army. 


Hanoi treason trials proceed briskly Disgraced 

HO CHI MINH CITY, Vietnam appeared before the five-member The group on trial are among pt 

(R) — The trial of 21 Vietnamese civilian tribunal headed by a sup- more than 100 dissidents said to v 

dissidents accused of treason and reme court judge Sunday spoke in have infiltrared Vietnam over a _ • J _ J ■ 

espionage proceeded with clo- a rambling monotone of how they four-year period from 1981. (ilQC G1CS« - 

ckwork efficiency here Sunday infiltrated into Vietnam either by The alleged leader, Le Quoc 
and court sources said it could end land through Kampuchea or by Tuy, is still at large and it is not Kliriprl 

Monday instead of Tuesday as sea. known how many men he still has. U LI1 IvU ■ 

scheduled. In their testimony Sunday, the * . 

The prosecution has charged They stood one by one before defendants said most of the rebels WltnOllt 
that the dissidents with the sup- the tribunal in their ill-fitting grey were recruited from Vietnamese rr V 

port of China and Thailand and pyjamas and in voices^devoid of refugees living in Thailand. 

the connivance of the United Sta- emotion explained then- role in the Uoder Vietnamese law. the CeieillOIlY 

tes planned to overthrow the gov- ' conspiracy in general terms. . < — _> J 

eminent. Some openly admitted 


appeared before the five-member 
civilian tribunal headed by a sup- 
reme court judge Sunday spoke in 
a rambling monotone of how they 
infiltrated into Vietnam either by 
land through Kampuchea or by 
sea. 

They stood one by one before 
the tribunal in their ill-fittiog grey 
pyjamas and in voices^devoid of 
emotion explained their role in the 


mment. Some openly admitted their 

. The chief J-oseoaor said ,heir ” 

im was to launch simultaneous . . .7 -rP vv 


terrorist and sabotage operations 
in 1985 to embarrass the gov- 
ernment and encourage others to 
join the cause. 


igned to their fate. 

• The prosecution has said the* 
aims of the so-called “United 
Front of Patriotic Forces for the 


The group on trial are among 
more than 100 dissidents said to 
have infiltrated Vietnam over a 
four-year period from 1981. 

The alleged leader. Le Quoc 
Tuy, is still at large and it is not 
known how many men he still has. 

In their testimony Sunday, the 
defendants said most of the rebels 
were recruited from Vietnamese 
refugees living in Thailand. 

Uoder Vietnamese law. the 
maximum penalty for treason and 
espionage is death by firing squad. 
A person sentenced to death can 
appeal for clemency, but no app- 
eal is allowed on other sentences. 

The trial, which began last Fri- 
day is being held at a French-style 
colonial building which used to be i 



‘Ultrasound test 
not harmful 9 

LONDON (R) — A report by Bri- 
tain's Royal College of Obs- 
tetricians has said it had found no 
evidence that qJrra sound scans of 
pregnant women were harmful. 
The study by a college working 
party said it found “ no evidence of 
adverse bio-effects from dia- 
gnostic ultrasound...*' and did not 
expect any such effects to appear 
in future generations. Research in 
the United States has suggested 
that the procedure could cause 
abnormalities and retard growth. 
An ultrasound machine uses 
sound waves to produce a picture 
of an unborn baby on a screen. 
Doctors can use it to detect pos- 
sible handicaps and multiple pre- 
gnancies. 

Panto boom causes 
dwarf shortages 

LONDON (R) — A Christmas 
boom for Britain's favourite pan- 
tomime, Snow White and the 
Seven Dwarfs, has caused a sud- 
den demand for short actors to 
play the fairy tale heroine's little 
friends. Theatres in Leeds, New- 
castle, Belfast. Southend, Abe- 
rdeen. Sutton and Wol- 
verhampton are all staging holiday 
productions of the pantomime. 
The actors’ union equity has wai- 
ved its usual restrictions to allow 
non-union members to play the 
dwarfs. 

Writer jailed for 
helping friend to 
commit suicide 


He said that had the dissidents Liberation of Vietnam” included ' the national assembly of the 


not been caught, “‘they would 
have been tremendously dam- 
aging to the revolution". 

Most of the defendants who 


kidnapping or killing French and U.S. -backed Saigon adm- 
Soviet diplomats and technicians inistration before the reu- 
to sour Hanoi's relations with the* nification of North and South Vie- 
govemment’s of both countries. tnam in 1975. 


Relations with Vietnam essential to counter 
potential threat from China, Indonesia says 


By Richard Fascoe 

Reuter 

JAKARTA — Vietnam and the 
rest of South-east Asia should 
forge closer ties to face the pot- 
ential threat from a stronger 
China in the next century, acc- 
ording to Indonesian Armed For- 
ces Commander Benny Murdani. 

In an exclusive interview with 
Reuters, his first with foreign jou- 
rnalists since taking office in 
March 1 983, he said China's sheer 
size would one day make it a force 
to be reckoned with. 

“ When that day comes — 50 , 60 
or 100 years from now — then the 
countries outside China, esp- 
ecially in South-east Asia, will 
have to be united, if not physically 
then ideologically,” Mr. Murdani 
said. 

“Using this as a yardstick, we 
fee! that Vietnam should be con- 
vinced to have better relations 
with this part of the world.” 

“ Some people are talking about 


a Vietnamese buffer between 
South-east Asia and China — I. 
.don’t want to put it that bluntly, 
but maybe that’s what we’re thi- 
nking of,” he added. 

Indonesia is closest to Vietnam 
among the six-member non- 
communist Association of 
South-east Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). It is the biggest 
ASEAN member, with 160 mil- 
lion people. 

ASEAN, which groups Ind- 
onesia with Thailand. Malaysia, 
Singapore, the Philippines and 
Brunei, has repeatedly deplored 
Vietnam’s six-year-old military 
occupation of Kampuchea and 
backs Prince Norodom Sih- 
anouk's anti-Vietnamese coa- 
lition. 

But ASEAN still wants a pea- 
ceful solution and last July app- 
ointed Jakarta as its official int- 
erlocutor with Hanoi. 

Foreign Minister Mochtar Kus- 
umaatmadja is due to visit Vie- 
tnam early next year, although off- 


icially he will discuss only bilateral 
issues because he does not yet 
have ASEAN agreement to raise 
the Kampuchea question, he told 
Reuters in a separate interview. 

“Some partners, I won't men- 
tion who, don't feel the time has 
come for any serious talk with the 
Vietnamese.” Mr. Mochtar said, 
adding that Indonesia wanted to 
keep tbe lines to Hanoi open. 

Mr. Murdani himself made a 
controversial visit to Hanoi last 
February during which he said 
Vietnam posed no military threat 
to the region. 

He warned in the interview that 
China’s influence would grow as it 
became more advanced, when it 
would be able to harm the eco- 
nomies of Indonesia and other 
South-east Asian nations by und- 
ercutting prices for agricultural 
goods and oil. 

"We pay our farmers. The Chi- 
nese don’t — they just take it (the 
produce) and sell it,” be said, “so 
it does not necessarily have to be a 


physical threat," 

“Once it becomes an advanced 
country or a partially advanced 
country, they’ll have something 
more to say than they say today, 
you see,” , Mr. Murdani added. 

He denied that he wanted Vie- 
tnam to join South-east Asia in a 
fonnal anti-Peking bloc, but he 
said the region should be more 
united than at present “by the 
time the Chinese are strong eno- 
ugh to call the shots.” 

Indonesia recently resumed 
direct trade with China for the first 
time in nearly 20 years. 


MOSCOW (AP) — Disgraced 
former Interior Minister Nikolai 
A. Shchelokov, fired under the 
Andropov leadership and stripped 
of his general's rank in an anti- 
corruption drive, is dead at the age 
of 73 and has been buried in a 
modest grave in a Moscow cem- 
etery. 

There was no official ann- 
ouncement of Mr. Shchelokov* s 
death, which came just over a 
month after he was stripped of his 
rank in what may have been a sig- 
nal that he was to be tried on cri- 
minal charges. The cause of death 
was not known. 

West German radio cor- 
respondent Johannes Grotzky, 
who witnessed the funeral Sat- 
urday after being tipped by a sou- 
rce, said no recognisable Soviet 
officials attended. A temporary 
grave marker read: Nikolai Ani- 
simovich Shchelokov, 1910 to 
Dec. 13. 1984. 

Mr. Shchelokov was one of the 
closest confidants of the late Pre- 
sident Leonid I. Brezhnev and 
headed tbe Interior Ministry for 
16 years — a post that gave him 
control of the Soviet Union’s uni- 
formed police force. 

Under his helm the militia bee- 
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LONDON (R) — A woman nov- 
elist who helped an elderly, blind 
friend commit suicide by putting a 
plastic bag over her head has been 
sentenced to nine months jail. Chi- 
ldren's author Helen Hough had 
promised to suffocate Annetla 
Harding, 84, if a drug overdose 
she took to kill herself failed to 
work, a London court heard. She 
sat with Ms. Harding for two hours 
after she took the overdose and 
then, believing her still to be alive, 
put the bag over her head. “ I could 
not break my promise," she told 
police. Ms. Hough, 60, who began 
visiting Ms. Harding as a vol- 
untary social worker, pleaded gui- 
lty to attempted murder. A charge 
of murder had been dropped bec- 
ause the cause of death could not 
be proved. 

Singer Nolan 
taken off life 
support system 

NEWSCASTLE, England (R) — 
Singer Mike Nolan of the Bucks 
Fizz pop group, who is critically ill 
after a road accident, was Sat- 
urday taken off a life support sys- 
tem, a hospital spokesman said. 
But the 30-year-old pop star was 
still in a coma and his progress was 
being closely monitored by doc- 
tors. Earlier, the spokesman said 
there had been an “encouraging 
improvement” in Nolan’s con- 
dition, although he remained cri- 
tical. 

Soviet' youth cannot 
dance, newspaper 
says 

MOSCOW (R) — A Moscow 
newspaper Saturday hit out at 
Soviet youths for not being aBle to 
dance properly, whether it be bal- 
lroom dancing or disco. The trades 
union newspaper Trod said young 
Soviets had forgotten old dances 
such as the waltz or foxtrot and 
were, useless at modern disco- 
dancing. Couples ■ were emb- 
arrassed when they had to da n re a 
traditional bridal waltz at wed-- 
dings, and when the music cha- 
nged to upbeat modern hits the 
dancing was scarcely better, it 
said. 

Christmas turkeys 
found poisoned 

GRIMSBY, England (AP) 
Another turkey contaminated 
with mercury by animal rights mil- 
itants was found Saturday in a 
store in the east coast town ef 
Grimsby, police said. A similar 
discovery was made Friday after 
an™*! rights protesters tel- 
ephoned a newspaper saying they 
were contaminated. Police said 
health officials had .found a" 
mercury-like substance in one 
^key — enough to poison any- 
one who ate it. Last month the 
Animal Liberation Front caused 
the temporary withdrawal of tho- 
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